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PREFATORY NOTE 



Many of the following allusions have been noted in " Notes 
and Queries," and perhaps elsewhere, but as they do not 
appear in ' ' The Shakspere Allusion-Book : MCMIX.," it has 
been thought desirable to print them together. 

The compiler is well aware that some of them were, no 
doubt, directly suggested by the later-seventeenth century 
perversions of Shakespeare's plays, and that two or three 
others may possibly not be entitled to be described as 
Shakespeare allusions at all. No attempt has been made 
to correct the spelling or punctuation of the various 
originals, nor has it been considered necessary to analyse 
or comment upon them. One may, perhaps however, be 
permitted to point out that on p. 31 will be found part 
of "Clarence's Dream" adapted to the purposes of a 
Pindaric ode, and on p. 39 a reference upon a title-page 
which is earlier by three years than any previously 
known, 



WILLIAM BAKKSTED, 1611. 
loue too sweet, in the digestion sower ! 

Hiren or The faire Greeke : By William Barksted, 
. . . London: . . . 1611. [4to]. st. 62. 



W. B., 1633. 

and the longer our life is, the more numerous are our 
sinnes, even whole Miriades: and at last comes death, and 
with a little pin bores through our wall of health, so fare- 
well man. 

The Philosophers Banquet. The Third Edition. 
Newly corrected and inlarged to almost as much 
more. By W. B., Esquire. London: . . . 1633. 
[8vo]. p. 253. 



JAMES HART, 1633. 

And if but an ordinary artist should with a watchfull eye 
diligently and narrowly observe the ordinary proceeding of 
such an j^sculwpius, he should observe him often, ... to sooth 
up his patient . . . when not withstanding this grim 
Sergeant ceizes on the prisoner without baile or main price. 

KAINIEH, or the Biet of the Diseased. . . , London, 
. . . 1638. [fol.]. p. 5. 



ANONYMOUS, 1634. 

And therefore I conclude, that that content which often- 
times lodgeth not under a golden-fretted Roofe, may bee 
found napping under a thacht-pacht Cottage. As that King 
sometimes in a Poena of his to that purpose wittily complained. 
O Sleepe, gentle sleepe, natures soft nurse 
How have I frighted theel 

That thou wilt no more weigh my eye-lids downe, 
Nor steepe my senses in f orgetfulnesse 1 
Why rather, sleep, lyest thou in smoky cribs 
Upon uneasie Pallets stretching thee, 
And husht with buzzing-night-flyes to thy slumber, 
Then in the perfum'd chabers of the great. 
Under the Canopies of costly state : 
And luU'd with sound of sweetest melody. 
thou dul god, why lyest thou with the vild 
In loathsome cribs, and leav'st the Kingly couch 
A Watch-case, or a common Larum-bell. 
Wilt thou upon the high and giddy mast, 
Scale up the Ship boyes eyes and rocke his braines 
In cradle of the rude imperious surge ; 
And in the visitation of the winds. 
Who takes the ruffian Billowes by the tops. 
Curling their monstrous heads and hanging them 
With dealing clamor in the slippery clouds. 
That with the hurly, Death it selfe awakes : 
Canst thou, partiall Sleepe, give them repose 
In a wet season in an hour so rude, 
And in the calmest and most stillest place, 
With all appliances and meanes to boot, 
Deny it to a King? then happy lowly down 
Uneasie sits his Kobe that weares a Crown. 

A Helpe to Discourse : . . . The Eleventh Edition. 
. . . 1634. [8vo]. pp. 51-3, 



R. JUNIUS [i.e. YOUNG], 1638. 

And in regard of others, it were as needlesse, as to lend 
spectacles to Lynceus, an eye to Argus, or to wast gilding on 
pure Gold. 

The Drunkard's Character, . . . London, . . . 1638. 
[8vo]. A 7. 

Putrified Lillies smell farre worse than weeds. 

Ibid. p. 197. 

They would speake Dagger points, as Joab discoursed with 

Amasa in the fift rib. 

Ibid. p. 399. 

So the uxorious husband, at the first idolizeth his wife, no 

noyse must disturb her, the cold wind must not blow upon 

her. 

Ibid. p. 425. 

It is easie ioir a mans sinne to live, when himselfe is dead. 

Ibid. p. 496. 

it being as true of malice, as it is of love, that it will 

creepe, where it cannot goe. 

Ibid. p. 429. 



ANONYMOUS, 1638. 
before the King and Queene this yeare of our Lord, 1638. 

At the Cocpit the 18fch of November, Ceaser. 
At the Cocpit the 15th of November, the mery ^vifes of 
Winsor. 

A leafe in MS. reproduced in facsimile in 
" Arohseologio and Historic Fragments," by 
George R. Wright, F.S.A. London. 1887. 
[8vo]. 



NATHANAEL RICHARDS, 1641. 

He that dares awe his Countrey, King and State, 
Smile, and yet be a villaine. 

Poems Sacred and Satyricall, . . . London 
1641. [8vo]. p. 50. 



ANONYMOUS, 1643. 

And if the Genius of the Land should aske thee, Who hath 
beene so farre mis-led, to suffer the effusion of the bloud of 
his loving and loyall Subjects ? What wou'd Conscience say, 
but the King? In the Tragedie of Richard the third. 
Questions being put, who had beene seduced to this and that 
execrable deed, Conscience or some Spirit cry'd Richard. 

A True Discourse Of the King's Majesties Proceedings 
against the Parliament and this Kingdome. . . . 
Printed in the ycare 1643. [4to]. p. 6. 



SIR JOHN SUCKLING, 1646. 

Now we have taught our love to know 
That it must creep where it cannot go. 

Fragmenta Auroa. A Collection of all the In- 
comparable Pceoes, Written by Sir John 
Suckling. . . . London, . . . 1646. (8vo). 
p. 46. 

Then 'twas the Waters Love that made it flow, 
For Love will creep where well it cannot go. 

The Last Remains of Sir John Suckling. London, 
. . . 1659. (8vo). p. 26. 



(It is of course possible that Suckling and Young [p. 3, anti\ are merely 
reproducing a commonplace, but the former was undoubtedly an admirer 
of Shakespeare and the latter provides evidence that he also was, so 
both may have been thinking of the Tvro Gentlemen of Verona, iv., 2, 
20.) 



JOHN TAYLOR, 1648. 

Yet let none say he's broke or run away. 
But as the wiser call't he did convey 
Himselfe into a Church, in policie. 

' inn'ANePOnOS, oranlronicall Expostulation 
1648. [4to]. p. 3. 



RICHARD LOVELACE, 1649. 
When flowing cups run swiftly round 
With no allaying Thames. 

Lnoasta . . . 1649. (8vo). p. 97. 



(An imitation of " one that loves a cup of hot wine with not a drop 
of allaying Tiber in't," Ooriolanus, II., i.). 



ANONYMOUS, 165L 
Sweating like butter'd Moons stew'd in their grease, 
Blenching each bush like a Justice of Peace, 
Serjeant or Constable 1 

The Hue and Cry after those Rambling Protonotaries 
of the Times . . . London, 1651. [4to]. p. 3. 



SIR RICHARD FANSHAWE, 1653. 

On my word (Cozen) this Piece is The taming of the Shrew. 

For my Honored Friend and Kinsman, John 
Evelyn Esq. 

(Dated Tankersley, 27 Dec, 1653.) 

Prefixed to An Essay on the First Book of T. 
Lucretius Carus . . . Interpreted and made 
English by J. Evelyn Esq. . . . London : . . . 
1656. [8vo]. p. 7. 



RICHARD FLECKNOE, 1653. 

From thence passing on to Black-fryers, and seeing never 
a Play-bil on the Gate, no Coaches on the place, nor Doorkeeper 
at the Play-house door, with his Boxe like a Church-warden, 
desiring you to remember the poor Players, I cannot but say 
for Epilogue to all the Playes were ever acted there : 

Poor Hotise, that in dayes of our Gi-and-sires 

Belongst unto the mendiant Fryers : 

And where so oft in our FatJiers dayes 

We have seen so many of Shakspears Playes. 

A whimzey written from beyond seas, about the end 
of the year, 52, to a Friend lately returned into 
England. 

Misoellania, or Poeins of all sorts with divers other 
Pieces. Written by Richard Fleckno. . . . 
London, Printed by T. B. for the Author, 
M.D.O.LIII. [8vo]. pp. 141, 2. 



RICHARD WHITLOCK, 1654. 
Nor can any poore Reason but assentingly pronounce, 
since mans inventions have brought him to this sad loss, that 
his speculations are but a comedy of Errors, and his Imphymeids 
Much ado about Nothing (to borrow our Comedians titles) that 
the worlds hnsy man is the Grand Impertinent. 

ZOOTOMIA, or Observations on the Present Manners 
of the English : . . . London, . . . 1654. [8vo]. 
p. 318. 



JOHN TOMKINS, 1655. 

Though Wife as precious every Scene doth hold, 
As Shakespeare's Lease Leaf) or Johnson's massy Gold, 
Though thou with swelling Canvas sail beyond 
Hercules Pillars, Fletcher and Beaumont. 

Before " Dia Poemata : . . . by E. B. . . . Printed 
in the year, 1655." [8vo]. 



RICHARD FLECKNOE, 1656. 

This man but ill advised had been, 
'Mongst other monsters he was not seen : 
For pence apiece there in the faire 
Had put down all the Monsters there. 
Who Sir John Falstaff made an asse on 
And of Goodman PufF of Barson. 

Tlie Diariuni, or Journal : . . . London, . . 1656. 
[8vo]. p. 45. 

The s humour, and resolute way of wooing, when he is 

in King Cambyses vain . . . 

Ibid. p. 97. 

A Lover (such an one as Simple in love with Mrs. Anne 
Page) . . . 

Ibid. p. 103. 
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Sm ASTON COKAIN, 1658. 
The First Eglogue. 
Stre. He is an able Lad indeed, and likes 

Arcadian Pastorals, and (willing) strikes 
A Plaudite to th' Epilogues of those 
Happy Inventions Shaksphere did compose ; 

Small Poems of Divers Sorts . . . 16S8. [8vo] 
p. 27. 

On the death of my very good Friend Mr. Michael Drayton. 
You Swans of Avon, change your fates, and all 
Sing, and then die at Drayton's Funeral : 
Sure shortly there will not a drop be seen, 
And the smooth-pebbled Bottom be turn'd green. 
When the Nymphes (that inhabit in it) have 
(As they did Shakespeere) wept thee to thy grave. 

Ibid. p. 67. 



EDWAED PHILLIPS, 1658. 

There will be occasion to peruse the works of our ancient 
Poets, as Geffry Chaucer the greatest in his time, for the honour 
of our Nation ; as also some of our more Modern Poets, as 
Spencer, Sidny, Draiton, Daniel, with our Reformers of the 
Scene, Johnson, SJiakespIiear, Beaumont, and Fletcher . . . 

The New World of English Words : London . . . 
1658. [fol.]. a3 verso. 
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ANONYMOUS, 1659. 

The Players have a Play, where they bring in a Tinker, 
and make him believe himself a Lord, and when they have 
satisfied their humour, they made him a plain Tinker again ; 
Gentlemen, but that this was a great while agoe, I should 
have thought this Play had been made of me : for if ever two 
cases were alike, 'tis the Tinkers and mine. 

The Lord Henry Cromwel's Speaoh in the House . . . 
Printed, Anno Dora . . . 1659. [4to]. p. 5. 



PETER HEYLYN AND THOMAS FULLER, 1659. 
Dr. Hevlyn. 

. . . like Sir Jolm Falstaffe in the Play, who to shew his 
Valour, must thrust his sword into the Bodies of those men 
which were dead before. 

Fuller. 

The Animadvertor hath wronged me, and the Comedian 

hath wronged Sir John Falstaffe. He was a valiant Knight, 

• famous for his Atcheivements in France, made 'as the History 

of St. Gewge testifieth) Knight of the Garter by King Henry 

the Sixt, and one who disdained to violate the Concernments 

of the Dead. 

The Appeal of Iniured Innocence : . . . London, 
. . . 1659. [fol.]. Part I. p. 62. 



(The passage quoted from Heylyn occurs in his Exanieu Historicutii.) 
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HENEY BOLD, 1660. 

Jack Falstaffe vildly did abate, 
But never surely, at the rate 
That I have done, since action last 
I've no man's length of life i'th waste. 

Choyce Poems, being Songs, Sonnets, Satyrs and 
Elegies, by the Wits of both Universities. 
London, . . . 1661. [8vo]. p. 9. 

The piece from which these lines are quoted is dated 
at the end, March 27, 1660. 



NAT. WILDOE {pseud.), 1661. 

Beat me this Buckram Eogue, Falstaffe, to seven. 
Nay, if thou wilt,, beat him into eleven. 

Doctor Cooper at Work upon Daunoey's Bones. And 
Cook licking his Fingers after his Do»e and Pill. 
London. Printed for the Author, 1661. A fol. 
Broadside. 
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FRANCIS KIRKMAN, 1662. 

And yet our modesty will make us vail 
To worthy Sidney, nor can we bear sail 
Against these fam'd Dramaticks, one past age 
Was blest with Johnson, who so grae't the stage, 
The thrice renowned Shakespear, and the rare 
Ingenuous Fletcher. These past envy are 
Much more past imitation only we 
Would second be o' th' first, last of the three. 

The Bookseller to the Reader. 

The English Lovers : ... By the accurate Pen of 
/. D. Gent. London . . . 1662. [8vo]. 



ANONYMOUS, 1663. 

whereupon Mr. Greenhil held forth upon those words 
of the eighth Psalm {Out of the mouth of Babes and Sucklings 
hast thou ordained strength, because of thine enemies, that thou 
mightst still the Enemy and the Avenger :) Out of Mr. Mead's 
Diatriba, three quarters of an hour by Shrewsbury-Clock, as Sir 
John Falstaffe speaks, in the third of Edward the fourth and 
the fifteenth. 

Cabala, or an Impartial Account of the Non- 
Conformists Private Designs, . . . London, 
printed in the year M.D.C.LXIII. [4to]. 
pp. 7-8, 



u 



HENEY BOLD, 1664. 

Jack urg'd me to 't I made not any word, 
Disliking Bardolph's Edge of pemny Card, 
And vile reproach. 

Poems Lyrique Maoaronique Heroique, &o., by Henry 
Bold . . . London, . . . 1664. [8vo]. p. 137. 

Here lyes curst Wehh, who living, spun though short. 
So fair a thread, a Halter Choakt him for't, 
For Bardolph's like 'twas cut with vile reproaches 
And Edge of Penny-Cord — so Bonas noches ! 

Ihid. p. 191. 
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ANONYMOUS, 1664. 

♦^^Smmil!.."'^'^'^^" S'm^JS' and Bessus, Faulsiaff and the rout 
Henn/ 4. Broke from thy Lips, to make us face about : 

The Humoroits -r,,. , . , ii t» 

Lieutenant. Bhnd 111 our haste, Will Bessvs run away'? 
01 e of emee. yg^ jjj ^jjg mouth of danger get the day ; 

And thy Lieutmant in his Drink-mad-fight 

To gain those Trophies which was but thy 

right. 
O ! but lago, when we think on thee, 
Not to applaud thy vice of Flattery : 
Yet must that Part never in our thoughts dye. 
Since thou didst Act, not mean that Subtilly : 

An Egley (sic) Upon the Most Execrable Murther of 
Mr. Clun . . . who was Rob'd and most 
inhumanely Kill'd on . . . 2nd of August, 1664 
. . . fol. Broadside. 



RICHAED FLECKNOE, 1668. 

Nay even Shakespear, whom he thought to have found 
his greatest Friend, was as much offended with him as any of 
the rest, for so spoiling and mangling of his Plays. 

Sr. William Davenant's Voyage to the Other World 
, . . 1668. [8vo]. pp. 8-9. 
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ANONYMOUS (1668). 
Imagine him encircled in a Sphere i 

Of those Great Souls who once admir'd him here : 
First, Johnson doth demand a share in him, 
For both their Muses whip'd the vice of time : 
Then Shakespear next a Brothers part doth claim, 
Because their quick Inventions were the same. 

An Elegy upon the Death of Sr. William Davenant. 
A small fol. Broadside, without place, date or 
printer's name. 



ANONYMOUS, 1673. 

Thus was he [Dryden] (forsooth) taken to Task, Post- 
poned, and there Lash'd on both sides by the two, too unkind 
Universities, Oxford first taking him up, while his Mother 
Cambridge Chastised him severely . . . and next for abusing 
his Grandsire Shakespeare, and Father Ben, and being very 
sawcy with others of his Elders. 

Raillerie a La Mode Consider'd : or the Supercilious 
Detractor. . . . London . . . M.D.C.LXXIII. 
[8vo]. pp. 25-6. 
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ANONYMOUS, 1673. 

Now empty shows must want of sense supply, 
Angels shall dance and Macieth's Witches fly : 

Epilogue to The Ordinary. A Collection of Poems 
written upon several Oooasions By several 
Persons. London, 1673. [8vo]. p. 1G7. 
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HON. EDWAED HOWARD, 1673. 

The witty Fletcher, and Elaborate Ben, 
And Shakespeare, had the first Dranmtique Pen : 
In most of their admired Scenes we prove, 
Their Business or their Passion turns to Love. 

Poems, And Essays : ... By a Gentleman of Quality 
. . . London, . . . 1673. [8vo]. p. 13. 

Thus Johnson's Wit we still admire. 
With Beaumont, Fletcher's lasting fire : 
And mighty Shakespear's nimble vein, 
Whose haste we only now complain. 
His Muse first post was fain to go, 
That first from him we Plays might know. 

Ibid. p. 66. 

Shakespear, Beaumont, Fletcher and Johnson, must be nothing 
with them, though such majestick strength of Wit and Judge- 
ment is due to their Dramatique pieces. 

Ibid. Miscellanies, p. 24. 

Ben Johnson said of Shakespear's Works, that where he 
made one blot, he wish'd he had made a thousand : 

Jbid. p. 81. 
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C. B. (16731). 

who shall play Stephana now] youF Tempest's gone, 
To raise new Storms i' th' hearts of every one. 

An Elegy Upon that Incomparable Comedian, Mr. 
Edward Angell, Written by C. B. A small fol. 
broadside, no place, date, or printer's name. 



C. F., 1674. 

j4n Epitaph on a merry Wife of Windsor, tliat died of the 
Stone in her Bladder. 

Wit at a Venture ; or, Clio's Privy-Garden, . . . 
London, . . . 1674. [8vo]. p. 21. 



20 



ANONYMOUS, 1675. 

A Neighbour did say, 

She'd an excellent way 
To inrich bad Land that is spent: 

So much wou'd she sweat, 

As she walkt with heat. 
To Lard the Lean Earth as she went. 

Mock Songs and Joking Poems all Novel : ... by 
the Author of Westminster Drollery. London, 
. . . 1675. [Svo]. p. 19. 



R. WHITCOMBE. 1678. 

Sometimes to look, my Fancy did incline, 
Li the dark backward, and abiss of time ; 

Janua Divorura : Or the Lives and Histories Of The 
Heathen Gods, Goddesses, & Demi-Gods. . . . 
London, . . . 1678. (8vo). p. 14. 



21 

SAMUEL BUTLER, 1678. 

I found th' Infernal Cunning-man, 
And th' Under-witch his Caliban, 

Hudibras. The Third and last Part. Written by 
the Author Of the First and Second Parts. 
London, . . . 1678. [8vo]. Canto I,, 11, 
281-2. 



PETEE PARKEE, 1678. 

Books Printed for and sould by Peter Parker, at the Leg 
and Star, right against the Boi/al EzcJiange in Carnhill. 

The Eape of Lucrece, committed by Tarquin the sixth, and 
the remarkable judgements that befell him for it, by that 
incomparable master of our English Poetry, Will Shakespaar, 



This Catalogue is found at the end of Hudibras. The 
Third and last Part. 1678. [8vo]. 
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WILLIAM. WINSTANLEY, 1678. 

Many wounds may be now received by Loves Dualists, 
some stabb'd dead with a white wenches black eye ; others 
run through the ear with a Love-song ; and some others, the 
very pin of their heart cleft with the blind Bow-boyes But- 
shaft. 

Poor Robin, 1678. An Almanack After a New 
Fashion. . . . London, . . . [8vo]. Observa- 
tions on October. 

All that follow their noses are led by their eyes, but only 
blind men ; and there's not a nose among twenty, but can 
smell him that's stinking. A man can no more separate age 
and covetousness, than he can part young limbs and lechery : 
but the Gowt galls the one, and the Pox pinches the other. 
Horses are tyed by the heads. Dogs and Bears by the neck, 
Monkies by the loins, and men by the legs, but he that is tyed 
in a matrimonial noose to a scold, had as good be tyed up from 
his meat at the three corner'd Tenement betwixt Londmi and 
PaddiTigton. 

Ibid. Observations on November. 

so that we shall now have every thing fit, and (as the 
Comedian hath it) as fit as ten groats is for the hand of an 
Atturney, as your French Crown for your Taffety Punk, as 
Tibs Bush for Toms forefinger, as a Pancake for Shrove- 
Tuesday, a Morris for May-day, as the Nail to his hole, the 
Cuckold to his horn, as a scolding Quean to a wrangling 
Knave, as the Nuns lip to the Fryers mouth, or as the 
pudding to his skin. 

IbicL C2. 
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The great Mathematician and Philosopher Andrew Argol 
makes this Eclipse to fall just in the Dragons Tayl ; which 
if true, then says our famous Astronomer William Slmhe- 
speare, those that are born under the effects of this 
Eclipse will be rough and lecherous: This is the excellent 
Foppery of the World, that when we are sick in fortune, 
often the surfeits of our own behaviour, we make guilty 
of our disasters the Sun, the Moon and Stars, as if we 
were Villains on necessity, Fools by heavenly compulsion, 
Knaves, Thieves and treacherous by spherical predomi- 
nance and Planetary influence : 

Ibid. 3. 

There are persons which hate the day, wishing the Hours 
thereof were Cups of Sack, the minutes Capons, Clocks the 
tongues of Bawds, Dials the signs of Leaping Houses, and 
the Sun himself a fair hot wench in flame coloured taffata : 
these must be stiled Squires of the Nights body. Diana's 
Foresters, Gentlemen of the shade, and Minions of the 
moon, for the fortune of these moons men doth ebb and 
flow like the sea, being governed as the sea is by the 
Moon ; sometimes in a low Ebb at the foot of the 
Ladder, and by and by in as high a flow at the ridge 
of the Gallows. 

Ibid. C 4 verso. 
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When the heart is merry with a Cup of Sherry, they 
sing down derry, as the Comedian hath it, 

Be merry, be merry, my Gallants all. 
For women are Shrews both short and tall ; 
'Tis merry in Hall when beards wagg all : 
A Cup of wine that's brisk and fine, 
Doth make our hearts full merry, &c. 

Ibid. 5 verso. 



ANONYMOUS, 1679. 

Such noise, such stink, such smoke there was, you'd swear 

The Tempest surely had been acted there. 

The cryes of star-board, Lar-board, cheevly boys. 

Is but as demy rattles to this noise, 

The Country Club. A Poem. London : . . . 1679. 
[4to]. p. 2. 
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WILLIAM WINSTANLEY, 1680. 

The weather makes us blow our nails, 
And milk comes frozen home in pails. 

Poor Robin, 16S0. An Almanack After a New 
Fashion. [8vo]. A 4 I'erso. 



THOMAS SHADWELL, 1680. 

Fool. But for all that, Shakespear's Fools had more wit 
than any of the Wits and Criticks now-a days. 

The Woman-Captain . . . 1680. [4to]. Act I., 
so. i. 



ANONYMOUS, 1681. 

Jest. Well so much by the way of Query, honest Brother 
Earnest, I have appointed an assignation with the merry 
Wives of Windsor, and therefore beg your pardon. 

Heraolitus Ridens : Or A Dialogxie ietioeen Jesl and 
Earnest, concerning the Times. Numb. 3, Feb. 
15, 1681. fol. 



26 



ANONYMOUS, 1681. 

Ned. But prithee Wil. tell me now, what wou'dst thou 
have a body do 1 Suppose now that Lazarello of Tm'nies and 
the Knight of the Oracle should take their Corpulent Oaths 
before Mr. Bnishum, That seven Pilgrims in Buckram, with 
every one a brown Bill in his Pocket, knock'd thee (or say 
me) i' th' head yester-evening abbut six a clock (or say between 
six and seven, to be sure) should either thou or I (think'st 
thou) be such wicked profligate Unbelievers, as to give no 
credit to the Evideiice especially since in such Cases (as Gaffer 
Whisker the Constable tells us) they swear for the King ? 

The Swearing-Master ; Or A Conference Between two 
Country-FellowsCJoneerning the Times. London : 
. . . 1681. two leaves, sm. fol. p. 4. 



ANONYMOUS, 1681. 

Our English writers are all Transmigrate 
In Pamphlet penners and diurnal Scribes, 
Wanton Comedians and foul Gypsy Tribes, 
Not like those brave Heroick sublime strains 
That wrote the Cesars and their noble Eeigns, 
Nor like those learned Poets so divine 
That penn'd Mackduff, and famous Cataline. 

The Character Of Wits Squint-Ey'd Maid, Pasquil- 
Makers. London . . . 1681. Broadside fol. 
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EDMUND HICKERINGILL, 1682. 

Fight on Macduff, 
And let him fall that first says, Hold ! enough. 

Scandalum Magnatum ; Or the Great Trial at 
Chelmsford Assizes, . . . 1682. fol. p. 32. 

The scabbard's thrown away — Come on Macduff, 
And Coward he that first says — Hold! enough. 

Ibid. 



ANONYMOUS, 1682. 

Then waking (like the Tinker in the Play) 
She finds the golden Vision fled away. 

Prologue. Written by a Friend. Ravensoroft's The 
London Cuckolds. [4to]. 1682. 



THOMAS DUEFEY, 1682. 
Sir Char. ... Oh ! may I feed on Grass, Roots, Berries, 
Acorns ; drink the green puddle of the standing Poole ; 

The Royalist . . . London. [4to]. 1682. p. 16. 
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THOMAS DUKFEY, 1682. 

If no one were to write Dramaticks, unless they could equall 
the Immortal Johnson and Shakespear ; or Heroicks, unless 
they stood Competitors with the Incomparable Cowley or 
Dryden ; I fear the Town would lose the diversion both of 
Plays and f oems. 

Butler's Ghost : or, Hudibras, the Fourth Part, . . . 
1682. [8vo]. The Preface. A 3 verso. 

Like thee (the owl) to Corners dark we range, 
And to thy shape are often chang'd. 
Instead of Knights, renown'd for Slaughter, 
As thou wert once to Baker's Daughter. 

Ibid. p. 22. 

For as a Christian Merchant drew, 

And seal'd a Bond once to a Jew, 

A Pound of Flesh should th' Forfeit pay. 

If he did fail, and break his Day: 

Which happening, and th' Infidel 

To weigh the Flesh had fetcht a Scale, 

The Merchant cries, your Bond is good 

For Flesh, but not one drop of Blood ; 

If thou spills't that, thou murder'st me. 

And then the Law takes hold on thee. 

Ibid. pp. 36-7. 



29 



ANONYMOUS, 1683. 

and wherever they shall for the future happen to come, I 
doubt not but they will make good that of the incomparable 
Shakespear ; 

Not Marble, nor the gilded Monument 

Of Princes shall out-live this powerful Line ; 

But you shall shine more bright in this Content, 

Than dusty Trophies soil'd with sluttish time. 

'Gainst Death and all oblivions Enmity, 

Still shall you live, your Praise shall still find room 

Ev'n in the Eyes of all Posterity ; 

Were this frail World sunk to its final Doom. 

So till in Judgment you again shall rise. 

You live in this, and dwell in Lovers Eyes. 

Eromena ; Or, The Noble Stranger. A Novfel. Lon- 
don, . . . 1683. [8vo]. From the Dedication. 



ROGER L'ESTRANGE, 1683. 

But Falstaff I find was much in the Bight, in his Exclamatim 
[There's no Faith in Villainous Man.] 

The Observator. Numb. 414. Wednesday, October 
3, 1683. fol. 
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ANONYMOUS, 1684. 
And tell each Spartan to his face, 
They are all degenerate and base : 
That those who us'd to fight with Half-staff, 
Are dwindl'd now into a Falfstaff. 

The Scoffer Scoffed, The Second Part . . . London, 
. . . 1684. fol. p. 8. 



HENRY BOLD, 1685. 

New-gates black Dog or Pistols Island Cur 
Was probably this Sire's Progenitor. 

Latine Songs, With their English : and Poems. By 
Henry Bold, . . . 1685. [8vo]. The piece 
from which the above couplet is quoted was 
written before 1660. 
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ANONYMOUS, 1685. 

But after All that Art can Here Bestow, 
They shall Perfvmes upon the Violets strew ; 
They Ouild Eefined-Gold with Care and Pain. 

An Elegy upon His late Majesty (of Blessed Memory) 
King Charles the Second : London, . . . 

MDCLXXX^. fol. broadside. 



C. CLEEVE, 1685. 
For scatter'd o'er the Bottom of the Deep, 

Lay Anchors, Helmets, shatter'd Bones, 

Lay Heaps of Jewels, and unvalued Stones ; 

Some were lodg'd in dead Men's Skulls, 

And in the self-same Holes, ^ 

Where Eyes of old did dwell with their Enlivening 
Beams, 
There were hid reflecting Gems. 

The Songs Of Moses and Deborah Paraphras'd, with 
Poems On several Oooasions . . . London . . . 
MPCLXXXV. [8vo]. p. 2. 



32 

HENEY HIGDEN, 1686. 

If to divert his Pangs he try 
Choice musick, mirth or Company, 
Like Bancoe's Ghost, his ugly Sin, 
To marr his Jollity, stalks in. 

A Modern Essay On the Thirteenth Satyr of Juvenal 
. . . London, 1686. [4to]. p. 45. 

Bath'd in cold Sweats he frighted Shreiks 
At visions bloodier than King Dicks. 

Ibid. p. 47. 

Bancoes Glwst. In the Tragedy of Macbeth, where the 
coming in of the Ghost disturbs and interrupts the Entertain- 
ment. 

Fiswn Dicks. In the Tragedy of Richard the 3rd. 

Ihid. Author's notes. 



THOMAS DURFEY, 1688. 
Lyon. A Horse ; a Horse ; my Kingdom for a Horse : 

The Fool's Preferment, Or, The Three Dukes of 
Punstable . . . 1688. [4to]. p. 43. 
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ANONYMOUS, 1688. 

'Tis time to cry out, God bless poor sinful Women, when 
Sack and Sugar comes to be a Crime. 

The Pleasures 0£ Matrimony, Intermixed with 
Variety of Merry and Delightful Stories . . . 
London, . . . 1688. [Svo]. p. 140. 



NATHANIEL LEE, 1689. 

Pol. To your Husband, to your Head, to your Lord and 
Master, you will not Goodey Bathsheba, but you eou'd stoop 
your swines Flesh last night you cou'd to your Eank Bravado, 
that wou'd have struck his Tusks in my Guts ; he had you 
with a Beck, a snort, nay o' my Conscience thou wou'dst not 
have given him time to speak, but hunch'd him on the side 
like a full Acorn'd Boar, cry'd Oh ! and mounted 

The Princess of Cleve, 1689. [4to]. Act. V., so. i. 
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ANONYMOUS, 1690. 

Leu (casia) ... it seem'd to me as preposterous as to see 

the Bear making Love to the Gentlewoman with the Bears 

face, or the woman in Shakespeare, kissing the fellow with the 

Asses-head. 

The Folly of Priest-Craft. A Comedy. London, . . . 
1690. [4to]. p. 18. 



THOMAS DURFEY, 1690. 

He saw each Box with Beauty crown'd. 
And Pictures deck the Structure round; 
Ben, Shakespear, and the learned Eoufc, 
With noses some, and some without. 

Collin's Walk through London and Westminster. 
. . . London, . . . 1690. [8vo]. p. 149.' 
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THOMAS DURFEY, 1691. 

The Age grows more poignanb every day than other ; and 
as immortal Shakespear says, the Toe of the Peasant treads so 
near the Heel of the Courtier, that it galls his Kibe. 

Bussy B'Arabois, . . . London, . . . 1691. (4tu). 
Dedication. A 2 vereo. 



ANONYMOUS, 1691. 

To tell you the truth, as Mr. Dryden sacrifices a Bxissy 
d'Aniibois to the memory of Ben Johnson, I sacrifice one of these 
yearly to the memory of Shakespear, Butler, and Oldham. 

Wit for Money : . . . 1691. [4to]. p. 4. 

Even so, witness his laying violent hands on Shakespear and 
Fletchm; whose plays he hath altered so much for the worse, 
like the Persecutors of Old, killing their living Beauties by 
joining them to his dead lameless Deformities. 

Ibid. p. 10. 
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THOMAS DUEFEY, 1692. 

L. Brain. A Player, ha ha ha, why now you Kave, 
Madam, 

Darewel, Thou canst witness the contrary of that, thou 
toldst me her Breeding was such, that she had heen 
familiar with Kings and Queens. 

Darew. Ay my Lord in the Play-house, I told ye she was 
a High Flyer too, that is, I have seen her upon a Machine in 
the Tempest. 

L. Brain, In the Tempest, why then I suppose I may seek 
her fortune in the inchanted Island. 

The Marriage-Hater Match'd : . . . London, . 
1692. [4to]. p. 50. 
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ANONYMOUS, 1692. 

P. P. ... I heard she was damnably netled, but that's all 
one, then let the stricken Dear go weep, as Hamlet says ; 

Poeta Infamis : Or, a Poet not worth Hanging. Being 
A Dialogue between Lysander Valentine and Poet 
Pricket . . . London : . . . 1692. [4to]. p. 9. 

Val. Prithee, why dost thou not turn Actor, thou mightst 
supply the Stage both ways, like a Shakespear, a Batterton, or 
a Mountford ; 

Ibid. p. 13. 



THOMAS DUEFEY, 1693. 

Hotsp. Peat, peat, peat ! What a Plague can any one 
above the Degree of a Kitchin, love a Fellow that makes 
Fritters of English, as Falstaffe says 1 

The Richmond Heiress . . . London, . . . 1693. 
[4toj. p. 7. 
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JAMES WRIGHT, 1694. 

But I beseech you Gentlemen, how comes this unmodish 
Opinion in you, against the Plays in Fashion 1 I'll tell you, 
continued Lisander, methinks they have neether the Wit, 
Conduct, Honour, nor Design of those writ by Johnson, Shak- 
spear, and Fletcher. 

Country Conversations : Being an Account of some 
Discourses . . . Cheafly Of the Modern Comedies, 
. . . London, . . . 1693. [8vo]. p. 3. 

The Applause that is given them proves, as the Common 

Phrase is, but a Nine Days Wonder. Whereas there is hardly 

a scene in Shakspeare (tho he writ near 100 years since) but 

we have it still in Admiration, for the Vivacity of the Wit, 

the Justness of the Character, and the True, Natural, and 

Proper Expression. 

Ibid. p. 4. 

Whereupon Jtdio, in a long Discourse, produced out of Ben. 
Johnson, Shakspear, Beaumont and Fletcher, Messenger, Shirley, 
and Sir William Davenant, before the Wars, and some Come- 
dies of Mr. Drydens, since the Kestauration, many Characters 
of Gentlemen, of a quite diflFerent Strain from those in the 

Modern Plays. 

Ibid. p. 16. 
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ANONYMOUS, 1694. 

In Shakespear read the Beason mixt with Eage, 
When Brutus with fierce Cassius does engage 
In loud Expostulations in the Tent, 
The heights of Passion, Turns, and the Descent 
Observe, and what th' art likely to despise, 
Is that in which th' Excellence chiefly lies. 

Innocui Sales. A Colleofcion Of New Epigrams. 
Vol. I. . . . London, . . . 1694. [8vo]. p. 16. 



ANONYMOUS, 1695. 

Give Sorrow words, the Grief that does not speak 
Whispers the o're-charg'd Heart, and bids it break. 

Shakespear. 

On the title-page of Urania. A Funeral Elegy. 
[on the death of Queen Mary]. 1695. [4to]. 
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JOHN OLDMIXON, 1696. 
Pity me Sergeant, I'm undone, 
To-morrow comes my Tryal on ; 
B — r comes out and you will see 
With the same Cannon he will roar, 
Which maul'd poor Shakespear heretofore. 

Poems on Several Occasions . . . London. 
1696. [8vo]. p. 57. 



T. BKOWN, 1697. 

May he lock you up from the sight of all Mankind, and 
leave you nothing but your ill Conscience to keep you company, 
till at last between his penurious allowance and the sense of 
your own guilt, you make so terrible a figure, that the worst 
Witch in Mackbeth would seem an Angel to you. 

Familiar Letters : . . . 1697. [8vo]. p. 170. 



41 



EDWARD FILMER, 1698. 

How^ often is the good Actor (as for Instance, the lago in 
the Mocn- of Venice, or the Countess of Notingham in the Earl 
of Essex) little less than Curst for Acting an III Part 1 

A Defence 0£ Dramatick Poetry : Being A Review 
Of Mr. Colliers View . . . London : . . . 1698. 
[8vo]. p. 72. 

Thus we pity Timon of Athens, not as the Libertine nor 
Prodigal, but the Misanthropes : When his Manly and Generous 
Indignation against the Universal Ingratitude of Mankind 
makes him leave the World and fly the Society of Man ; when 
his open'd Eyes and recollected Virtue can stand the Temp- 
tation of a Treasure be found in the Woods, enough to 
purchase his own Estate again : When all this glittering Mine 
of Gold has not Charm to bribe him back into a hated World, 
to the Society of Villains, Hypocrites, and Flatterers. 

Ibid. p. 73. 



[The second quotation refers primarily to Shadwell's play]. 
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EDWARD FILMER, 1698. 

'Tis true the Name of God may sometimes but rarely be 

used, as for instance by Cardinal Woolsey after his disgrace, in 

the Play of Henry the Eighth. 

Had I but served my God with half that Zeal 

I serv'd my King, he would not in my Age 

Have left me Naked to my Enemies. 

But here both the Solemness of the Occasion, and these 

the Express words of Woolsey, taken from the Chronicle, excuse 

this Liberty. 

A Farther Defence of Dramatick Poetry : Being the 
Second Part of the Review of Mr. Colliers View 
. . . Lmvdon : . . . 1698. [8vo]. p. 51. 

'Tis true. Here is Swearing by way or all of the Three 
Persons in the Godhead, or speaking, or using their Holy 
Names, viz. Jestingly or Profanely (so that Cardinal Woolsey's 
Naming of God, as mentioned before, falls not under this 
Premunire) is expressly forbidden by this Act. 

Ibid. p. 57. 
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THOMAS DURFEY, 1698. 

A little while after, at the usual rate of his own accustom'd 
civility, he falls upon the Benown'd Sliakespear, and says, he is 
so guilty, that he is not fit to make an Evidence. Why now 
if 't were possible for his Complexion to blush, there's ne're a 
Robe of any Friend Cardinal the Absolver has at Borne, that 
can be redder than his would be for such a Position : Nor 
does it end here, but is mixt with some more foolish and 
insolent Remarks in another place, upon the admirable 
Tragedy of Hamlet. And here he has no other way to shew 
his malice, but by ridiculously quibbling upon the prettiest 
Character in it, the innocent young Virgin Ophelia, who, 
because the Poet makes her run mad for the death of her 
Father, and loss of her Lover, and consequently makes her 
sing and speak some idle extravagant things, as on such 
an occasion is natural, and at last drown her self, he very 
masterly tells us, the Poet, since he was resolv'd to drown her like 
a Kitten, should have set her a swimming a little sooner ; to keep 
her alive, only to sully her Reputation, is very cruel. Yes, but I 
would fain ask Doctor Absolution in what she has sullied her 
Reputation, I am sure five hundred Audiences that have 
view'd her could never find it out, tho he has ; but the 
Absolver can't help being positive and partial to his own 
humour, tho he were to be hang'd, as the Lady was drown'd, 
for he is very angry in another place with the aforesaid 
Author, for making Sir Hugh Evens (sic) in the Merry Wives of 
Windsor, a silly, eating, chattering Welch Priest, but vindicates 
and speaks well of Sir John, Parson of Wrotham, in tlie History 
of Sir John Oldcastle ; tho he swears, games, wenches, pads, 
tilts and drinks, and does things which our Reformers Guts 
are ready to come up at another time, only, forsooth, because 
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he is stout ; but 'tis indeed only because lie is a Parson, and 
sullen, which he thinks wise, for he cannot endure that Copy- 
hold should be touch'd, as you may see more plainly a little 
further, where he says in Loves Labour Lost, the Curate plays 
the fool egregiously ; and so does the Poet too : there he 
clenches the Nail, there he gives Shakespear a bold stroke, 
there obstinacy and malice appear in true colours : And yet 
if a parcel of the ones Plays, were set up by way of Auction 
against t'others Sermons and Essays ; nay, tho the Loyal and 
Politick Desertion disctiss'd was thrown in to boot, I know not 
what the Grave would do, but I am sure the wise would 
quickly find [the] difference. And yet to Kemark him nicely, 
this humour of railing is only where the Poets do not suit 
with his design ; for in another place you'll find this same 
Shakespear, that was before too guilty to make an Evidence, 
a very civil person now ; for the Reformer is troubl'd with 
Fits, you must know, disturbances i' th' brain, which makes 
him forget one hour what he rails at another, for here now 
Sludcespear's Falstaff is call'd the admir'd, because he is to 
serve his turn. And that the Poet was not so partial as to 
let his humour compound for his lewdness, but punishes him at 
last, tho he makes him all his life time a damnable smutty 
fellow. 

The Campaigners : . . . London, . . . 1698. [4toJ. 
Preface, pp. 9-10. 
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And I hope I shall live to see the Master of Art have 
Modesty enough to thank me for 't ; or else (for my fancy 
wou'd fain oblige him if it cou'd) to make it more German to 
the matter, as ShaJcespear has it, to call 'em Colliers would be 
as significant as any thing ; 

Ibid. p. 11. 

Ben Johnson found out Ananias and Babby Buisy, Fletcher, 
Hypocritical Boger, Shakespear, Sir John of Wrotham ; 

Ibid. p. 14. 
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ANONYMOUS, 1699. 

Then when we have mix'd all these noble ingredients, 
which, generally speaking, are as bad as those the Witches in 
Mackbeth jumble in the Caldron together to make a Charm, we 
fall too Contentedly, and sport off an afternoon. 

A Collection Of Miscellany Poems, Letters, etc.. By 

Mr. Brown, etc London, . . . 1699. 

[8vo]. p. 318. 

I can answer for no body's palat but my own : and cannot 
help saying with the fat Knight in Henry the Fourth If 
sack and sugar is a sin, the Lord have mercy on the wicked. 

Ibid. p. 327. 

(The letter containing the two passages above is dated "June 2, 
92.") 

Even that Pink of Courtesie, Sir John Falstaff in the Play, 

who never was a niggard of his lungs, yet wou'd not answer 

one word when the Must was put upon him. Were Seasons, 

says that affable Knight, as cheap as Black-berries I wou'd not 

give you one upon compulsion, which is but another word for 

Duty. 

Ibid. p. 338. 
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ANONYMOUS, 1699. 

'Tia true Life is more supportable this morning, then 
yesterday : For, if Hamlet had not been murther'd at the 
Play-house last night, I had been worse then dead to Day. 

Familiar Letters : Vol. II. Containing Thirty Six 
Letters, By the Bight Honourable John, late 
Earl of Boehester . . . London . . . 1699. 
[8vo]. p. 116. 



EDWAED WAED, 1699. 

and made my Hair stand as Bolt upright, as the Quills of 
an angry Porcv^ne. 

The London Spy. For the Month Of May, 1699. 
Part VII. London, . . . 1699. (fol.) p. 15. 
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EDWARD WARD, 1700. 

Then having a second Summons to depart we quitted the 
Bar, and dispens'd some loose Corns to the Prisoners to drink 
our Healths, and likewise one to the Reverend Doctor : took 
leave of our Friend, and departed well satisfied with the 
Sight and Intrigues of Ludgate, which I shall conclude with a 
saying of Hamlet Prince of Denmark. 

Then let the stricken Deer go Weep, 

The Hart Ungall'd go Play ; 
For some must Watch, while some do Sleep, 
Thus runs the World away. 



The Metsniorphos'd Beau : Or, The Intrigues of Lud- 
gate. Londou, . . . 1700. [fol.] p. 16. 
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PREFATORY NOTE. 



The references contained in the following pages have 
been accumulated since the publication, in 1920, of 
Some Seventeenth Century Allusions to Shakespeare 
and his Works Not hitherto Collected. They are con- 
siderably more than a hundred in number, but many 
of them are, no doubt, already familiar to students, 
and some, as in the case of some in my former collec- 
tion, were immediately suggested by the contemporajry 
perversions of the plays. 

I have added, in deference to a suggestion in a 
kindly notice of the above-named pamphlet, a note of 
the plays and passages referred to, and I gratefully 
acknowledge that the allusions in Head's Western 
Wonder and Lloyd's State-Worthies were obligingly 
communicated to the publishers by Mr. Arundell 
Esdaile and Mr. John Brant respectively, and those in 
The Joviall Crew, Words made Visible and Conjugium 
Conjurgium by Mr. Massey, of Messrs. Pickering and 
Chatto, directly to myself. 

G. THOEN-DEUEY. 



ANONYMOUS, 1644. 
joUcut He saies he barbarously cut his bookes into pieces: 
pieces, rphose were only some Lady Psalters, and Gosin's 
Devotions, and Pocklington' s Altar, and Shelford's 
Sermons, and Shakespeare's Workes, and such Pre- 
laticall trash as your Clergy men spend their Canonicall 
houres on. 

Mercuriua Britanicua Communicating the affairs of 
great Britaine : For the better Intormation of 
the People. No. 49 Prom Monday the 26. of 
August, to Monday the 2 of Sept. 1644. [4to]. 
p. 386. 

[" He {i.e. Mercuriua Aulicns) saies " ; " He (i.e. Sir Arthur 
Haslerig) cut " : the victim was a Minister near 
Wantage.] 



WILLIAM BAGWELL, 1644. 

How many likewise are there at this time 
That have no skill in martiall discipline, 
And yet they'le brag, as if they durst to fight 
With Sir John Oldcastle, that high flowne Knight? 

The Merchant Distressed His Obaervations, . . 
1644. [4to]. p. 55. 



EOBEKT HEATH, 1650. 

Sometimes he grew Satyrick and would strein 
To jeer each man in King Cambyses vein. 

Clarastella; . ,. . 1650. [8vo]. Epigrams, p. 56. 
(1 Henry IV. ii. 4), 



SAMUEL SHEPPARD, 1651. 
Apost. Here's a health to all our friends in Kent, 
let her pledge me that dares make the Beast with two 
backs before the whole Society. 

The Joviall Crew, Or, The Devill tnrn'd Banter : 
. . 1651. [4to]. p. 8. 
(Othello i. 1). 

Robust. What ho ! They have drunk LcBthe sure, 
some Poppey or ^iTandragora : 

(Othello iii. 3.) "''*• P-^'- 



EDWARD PHILLIPS, 1658. 

He wears his Faith Uke the fashion of his hat, it 
changes with the next block. 

The Mysteries Of Love & Eloquence, . . . 1658. 
[8vo]. p. 56. 

(Much Ado About Nothing, i. 1). 



Life is but a walking shadow, a poor Player that 
struts and frets his hour upon the stage, and then is 
heard no more. 

Liife is a tale told by an Ideot, full of sound and 
fury, signifying nothing. 

Ibid. p. 67, 
(Macbeth, v. 6). 



There was never yet Philosopher that could endure 

the tooth-ach patiently ; however they have writ the 

stile of Gods and made a pish at chance and sufferance. 

Ibid. p. 64. 
(Much Ado About Nothing, v. 1). 

Sleep lies in smoking cribs, upon uneasie pallats 
stretching her, where husht with silent night, she 
courts her slumbers, rather then in the perfumed 
chambers of the great, under the canopies of costly 
state. 

Sleep that sealest up the sea boyes eyes, and rockest 
his brains in the cradle of the rude imperious surges, 
and in the visitation of the winds ; who takest the 
ruffian billows by the tops, curling their monstrous 
heads, and hanging them with deafning clamors in the 
slippery clouds, that with the burly death it self 
awakes : Canst thou, partial Sleep, give thy repose 
to the wet sea boy in an hour so rude, and in the 
calmest and the silentest night (with all appliances 
and means to boot) deny it to a King. Uneasie lies 
the head that wears a Crown. 

Ibid. p. 66. 
(2 Henry IV. iii. 1). 

Q. One askt another what Shakspears Works were 
worth bound up together ; the other replyed, not worth 
a farthing : not worth a farthing, said he that was to 
buy them, why so? 

A. The other answered, that his Playes were worth 

money, but he never heard his Works were worth any 

thing. 

Ibid. p. 193 (misprinted 177). 



JOHN PHILLIPS, 1660. 
January 

8 a Pericles Prince of Tyre. 
May 

a C Jack FalstafP. 

4 6 Shakespeare. 

Montelion, 1660. Or, The Prophetical Almanack ■ 
. . . [8vo]. 

[That Phillips is the author of this almanac appears from 
the title-page of Mercurius Verax: 1G75, which is 
therein said to be "By the Author of .he first Montelion, 
and Satyr against Hypocrites."'] 



ANONYMOUS, 1661. 
May 

6g FalstafPe. 

Montelions Almanack : For 1661. [8vo]. 



CATHERINE PHILIPS, 1662. 

only the other day, when Othello was play'd, the 
Doge of Venice and all his Senators came upon the 
Stage with Feathers in their Hats, which was like to 
have chang'd the Tragedy into a Comedy, but that the 
Moor and Desdemona acted their Parts well. 

Letters from Orinda to Poliarchus. . . . 1705. 
[8vo]. p. 96. (Letter dated Decemb. 3. 1662.) 



THOMAS KILLIGEBW, 1663. 

Gapt. No, lose no time, prithee study and learn to 
preach, and leave railing against the Surplice, now 
thou hast preach'd thy self into Linen ; Adieu, Abigail, 
Adieu, Heir apparent to Sir Oliver Mane-text; 

The Parsons Wedding, A Comedy. . . . 1663. 
[fol.]. p. 7S. in Comedies and Tragedies 
1664. fol. 



WILLIAM YONGE, 1663. 

he ... in a short time fitted him for the life of a 
Stage-player in a common society, from whence after 
venting his frothy inventions, he had a greater call to 
a higher promotion ; namely to be the Jester, (or rather 
a Fool) in Shakespear's Company of Players; Omne 
simile est appetibi — (sic) le sui similis, every like desires 
his like : There he so long sported himself with his 
own deceivings, till at last like an Infidel Jew, he 
conceived preaching to be but foolishness, . . . 

Bnglands Shame : Or The Unmasking Of A Politick 
Atheist : Being a Full and Faithful Eelation 
of the Life and Death of that Grand Impostor 
Hugh Peters. By William Yonge, Dr. Med. 
. . . 1663. [8vo]. pp. 7-8. 
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SIK EOBEET STAPLETON, 1663. 
No working now by supernatural means, 
Beaumont and Fletcher have writ their last Scenes. 
No Johnson's Art, no Shakespear's Wit in Nature : 
For Men are shrunk in Brain as well as Stature. 

The Slighted Maid. . . 1663. [4to]. The 
Prologue to the House. 



WILLIAM WINSTANLEY, 1668. 

January 

II Jack Falstaff. 

Poor Kobin. 1668. An Almanack After a New 
Fashion. . . . [8vo]. 



THOMAS SHADWELL, 1668. 

1 Clerk, reads. I do acknowledge and firmly 
believe that the play of Sir Positive Att-all Knight, 
call'd the Lady in the Lobster notwithstanding it was 
damn'd by the Malice of the Age, shall not only read, 
but it shall Act with any of Ben Johnson's and 
Beaumont's and Fletcher's Plays. 

Sir Pos. Hold, hold ! I'le have Shakespeare's in, 
's life I had like to have forgot that. 

1 Clerk. With all my heart. 

The Sullen Lovers : Or, The Impertinents. . . . 
1668. [4to]. p. 46. 



Ninn. P'shaw ! you ! I'le pluck bright honour 
from the pale-fac'd moon (as my friend Hot-spur 
sayes) what do you talk of that ? 

Ibid. p. 80. 
(1 Henry IV. i. 3.) 



DAVID LLOYD, 1670. 

one great argument for his worth, was his respect 

of the worth of others ; desiring to be known to posterity 

under no other notions than of Shakespear's and Ben 

Johnson's Master, Chancellor Egerton's Patron 

Bishop Overal's Lord, and Sir Philip Sidney's Friend 

State-Worthies, Or, The States-men And Favour 
ites Of England Since the Eeformation. . . 
The Second Edition with Additions. . . . 1670 
[8vo]. p. 728. 



WILLIAM WINSTANLBY, 1670. 

When Isicles hang by the wall 
And Tom bears logs into the hall 
When Dick the shepherd blows his nails, 
And milk comes frozen home in pails ; 
When blood is nipt, and ways be foul. 
And nightly sings the staring Owl 
When all aloud the winds do blow 
And birds sit brooding in the snow 
When coughing drowns the Parsons saw. 
And Marians nose looks red and raw. 

Poor Bobin 1670. An Almanack After a New 
Fashion. . . . Printed for the Company of 
Stationers. B 6 verso. 
(Loves Labour Lost. t. 2.) 



An Ass-trological Scheme for this present year 1670. 
6, FalstafE. 

Ibid. C 7 verso. 

The sixt is Falstaff, who was a stout Knight, 
And gave his mind to nothing but to fight. 
To box for bloody noses he was urging, 
And Quarters now with Virgo or the Virgin. 

Ibid. C8. 



BLKANAH SETTLE, 1671. 
Indiff'rent Writers are contemn'd, for now 
There grow no Lawrels for a common brow : 
None but great Ben, Shakespear, or whom this Age 
Has made their Heirs, succeed now on the Stage. 

CambyseB King of Persia : A Tragedy. . . . 

Written by Elkanah Settle, Gent 

Licensed, March 6. 1670. . . . 1671. [4to]. 
Prologue. 



GEOEGE VILLIEKS, DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM, 

1672. 

There, strutting Heroes, with a grim-fac'd train, 
Shall brave the Gods, in King Cambyses vain (sic). 

The Behearsal. As it was Acted at the Theatre- 
Eoyal. . . . 1672. [4to]. Prologue. 
(1 Henry IV. ii. 4.) 



ANONYMOUS, 1673. 
Some therefore there were that spoke of the un- 
twopable Tun of Heidelberg, some of Sir Politick's 
comprehensive Tortoise, and some of Sir John 
Falstaff's more capacious Buckbashet : 

The Transproser Eehears'd : Or The Pifth Act Of 
Mr. Bayes's Play. . . . Oxford, . . . 1673. 
[8vo]. pp. 22-3. 
(The Merry Wives of Windsor, iii. 5.) 

Nay, what is more monstrous yet, the united 
Armies of the Nations, (like Falstajf's Buckram-men) 
have started out of three ; 

Ibid. p. 24. 
(1 Henry IV. ii. 4.) 
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ANONYMOUS, 1673. 

I do not ask onely (Harry) where thou spendest 
thy time, but also in what Company? 

8'too him Bayes; Or Some Observations Upon the 
Humour of Writing Behearsals Transpros'd. 
.... Oxon . . . 1673. [8vo]. p. 107. 

(I. Henry IV. ii. 4. ' Hairy, I do not only marvel where 
thou spendest thy time, but also how thou art 
accompanied.') 



APHEA BEHN, 1673. 

We all well know that the immortal Shakespears 
Playes (who was not guilty of much more of this than 
often falls to womens share) have better pleas'd the 
World than Johnson's works, though by the way 'tis 
said that Benjamin was no such Eabbi neither, for I 
am inform'd his Learning was but Grammar high ; . . . 
and I have seen a man the most severe of Johnson's 
Sect, sit with his Hat remov'd less than a hairs breadth 
from one sullen posture for almost three hours at the 
Alchymist ; who at that excellent Play of Harry the 
Fourth (which yet I hope is far enough from Farce) 
hath very hardly kept his Doublet whole ; 

The Dutch Lover : A Comedy, Acted At the Dukes 
Theatre. Written by Mrs. A. Bhen (sic). . . . 
1673. [4to]. An Epistle to the Eeader. 
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JOHN DRYDEN, 1673. 

Page ... Oh that I cou'd but live to be Governor 
here, to make your fat Guts pledge me in that Beverage 
1 drunk, you Sir John Falstaff of Amsterdam. 

Amboyna, : A Tragedy. As it is Acted At the 
Theatre-Eoyal. . . . 1673. [4to]. p. 57. 



NEVIL PAYNE, 1673. 

The World is busie now ; and some dare say 

We have not seen of late one good New Play. 

And such believe Shakespear. long since in 's Grave, 

In Choicest Lybraries a place will have 

When not a modern Play will scape the fire : 

The Morning Ramble, Or, The Town-Humours. 
. . . 1673. [4to]. The Epilogue. 

[See T. W., 1682.'] 
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WILLIAM SEYMAE (i.e. EAMSEY), 1673. 

All that our (x) Poets, both Ancient and Modern 
have wrote in this kind tend only to explain unto us 
what this Love burning Lust is, The Lives and Deaths 
of these Hair-brain' d Fools; and so are most of our 
Komances. 

(x) They are the Priests of Cupid; Homer, . . . 
And our new Aristoes, {sic) Boyerds, Sir Philip Sydney, 
Sir John Sucklin, Benjamin Johnson, Shakespear, 
Beaumont and Fletcher, Cleaveland, Cowley, Dreyden, 
&c., and all Authors of Uranias, Romances, Fairy 
Queen, &c. 

Conjugium ConjuTgium, Or, some Serious Con- 
siderations On Marriage. . . . 1673. [12mo]. 
p. 134. 

Be thou the Lady Cressent-light to me, 
Sir Trolly Lolly will I prove to thee. 

Ibid. p. 126. 



ANONYMOUS, 1674. 

What a beastly Pattern of a King, whom he intends 
vertuous, has he shown in his Muley Labas? Yet he 
is the only person who is kept to his Character ; for he 
is a perpetual Fool : and I dare undertake that if he 
were Play'd by Nokes, who Acted just such another 
Monarch in Mackbeth, it would give new life to the 
Play, and do it more good then all its Devils. 

Notes And Observations On The Empress of 
Morocco. . . . Printed in the year, 1674. 
[4to]. A3. 
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ANONYMOUS, 1674. 

I much suspect the Squire, (for I think that was 
his Title when his Annus Mirabilis came out) was like 
his Silk-worm in Granada 

Lost in his own web of thought ; 
When he made the Sun a Star: like Hamlet's Cloud 
first a Whale and then a Wezel. 

Notes And Observations On The Empress of 
Morocco Revised. . . . 1674. [4to]. p. 48. 
(Hamlet iii. 2.) 

I wonder how Ben and Shakespear ventured in 

several of their Tragedies, as one for example in 

Macbeth, to write [enter Murtherers] at the beginning 

of a Scene, when the Murder for which they were so 

call'd was not committed till after their entrance. 

Ibid. p. 85. 
(Macbeth iii. 1). 

But she remembred a jealousie occasion'd by a 
Handkercher in the Moor of Venice: and so enlarged 
upon that foundation as wittily as a man could desire. 

Ihid. p. 92. 
(Othello iii. 3— r. 2.) 
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EICHAED HEAD, 1674. 

Another told me that he saw it, and thereupon 
made up to it (hoping to be greater than ever that great 
Usurper Trinkelo, or at least be Vice-Koy of this 
Inchanted Island). 

The Western Wonder : Or, Brazeel, An In- 
chanted Island discovered; . . . 1674. [4to]. 
p. 3. 



WILLIAM WIN STANLEY, 1675. 

January 

31 Jack Falstaff. 

Poor Eobin, 1675. An Almanack After a New 
Fashion . . . Printed for the Company of 
Stationers. 



Sir John Falstaff ... Sir John Falstaff, though 

a big person, yet crope into the eleventh House, he 

used to fight three hours together by Shrewsbury 

Clock. 

Ihid. C 3 verso, C 4 verso. 
(1 Henry IV. v. 4.) 
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WILLIAM WINSTANLEY, 1677. 

Gossips Hall, near Hoggsden. Though we read in 
antient Chronicles of the Merry Wives of Windsor, and 
find the jolly Dames of Wapping celebrated by more 
modern Authors, yet we believe their atchievments far 
inferior to what was lately performed here : 

Poor Eobin's Intelligence. From Tuesday ihe 14th 
to Tuesday the 21 of August (1677). [fol.]. 



January 
25 Jack Falstaff. 

Poor Eobin, 1677. An Almanack After a New 
Fashion . . . Printed for the Company of 
Stationers. 



JOHN BANKES, 1677. 
Ephestion too ! my prophetique Soul ! 

The Eival Kings : Or The Loves Of Oroondates and 
Statira. . . . 1677. [4to]. p. 20. 

(Hamlet i. 5.) 
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NAHUM TATE, 1678. 

but if he commit the Capital crime of inserting 
Learning into his Play, it were convenient that his 
Will were made, and some Brother of the Faculty 
immediately set to work on his Epitaph. Sir Formal 
got rid of the Silk-weavers with much Contusion, and 
Cinna in Julius Caesar scapt with some Eubbs, and 
being hoist on a Cowl-stafE ; but to be Du' witted is the 
least that an Authour in the 'foresaid case can expect. 

Bmtus of Alba : Or, The Enchanted Lovers. A 
Tragedy. . . . 1678. [4to]. Preface. 

(Julius CsBsar iii. 3.) 



SAMUEL SHAW, 1678-9. 

When the Prince comes to be King; tho he be 
Henry still, yet he renounceth the Eogue Falstaff and 
all his works. 

Worda made Visible. . . . 1679. [8vo]. p. 182. 

The passage cited occurs in the Second Part, which has a 

separate title, dated 1678. 
(2 Henry IV. v. 5). 
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WILLIAM WINSTANLEY, 1679. 
(January) 31 Jack Falstaff. 

(November) 

Now Isickles hang by the wall, 

And Dick the Shepheard blows his Nails, 
Whilest Tom bears logs into the Hall, 

And Milk comes frozen home in Pails. 

(Loves Labour Lost. v. 2.) 

Poor Eobin, 1679. An Almanack Of the Old and 
New Fashion. . . . Printed for the Company 
of Stationers. [8vo]. 



JOHN DRYDEN, 1680. 

G^r (Aside) My old Master wou'd fain pass for 
Philip of Macedon, when he is little better than Sir 
Pandarus of Troy. 

The Kind Keeper : Or, Mr. Limberham. . . . 
1680. [4to]. p. 13. 

(The Merry Wives of Windsor, i. 3.) 



ELKANAH SETTLE, 1680. 

For my part, were I a Poet, nay, a Fletcher, or a 
Shakespear, I would quit my whole Title to Immor- 
tality, so that one Actor might never Die. 

Fatal Love. . . . 1680. [4to]. Epistle Dedicatory. 
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APHRA BEHN, 1682. 

Loyal all over ! except one Knave, which I hope 
no body will take to himself ; or if he do, I must e'en 
say with Hamlet, 

— Then let the strucTcen Deer go weep . . . 

The City-Heiress: Or, Sir Timothy Treat-all. 
1682. [4to]. The Epistle Dedicatory. 
(Hamlet iii. 2.) 

Sir Tim. . . . Why then I'll tell you. Sir, he loves 
a Lady. 

Sir Anth. If that be a sin, Heaven help the 
wicked ! 

Ibid. p. 6. 
(1 Henry IV. ii. 4.) 

Ere in his OfiBce he's confirm'd Possessor, 
Like Trincaloes you chuse him a successor. 

Ibid. Epilogue. 



ANONYMOUS, 1682. 

February i. The Morocco Embassador was at the 
Dukes Theatre, being Entertained at the play called 
the Tempest. 

The Monthly Eecorder, Of all true OccuTTmces 
Both Foreign and Domeetick, Prom the first of 
PebTuary 1681 to the first of March. 1681. . . , 
1682. [fol.]. 
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T. W., 1682. 

In the Epilogue to the Morning' Eamble. 

Some dare say 
They have not seen of late a good New Play. 
Not but this Age has many Men as Wise, 
But wisely they this begging Art despise. 
And two to one was Shakesphear here to Day, 
He'd have more Wit than e're to Write a Play. 

The Poets Complaint, A Poem. To which is added 
The Character of Poetry; Written in Prose. 
. . . 1682. [4to]. p. 15. 

[The Author's Epistle is signed T. W. See Nevil Payne, 
1673; the Epilogue is either very inaccurately quoted 
from memory, or it must have been altered at some 
period.!] 



ANONYMOUS, 1682. 

Madman. I'll pull down Honor from the pale-fac'd 
Moon, 

And break the Wheels of the all-circling 
Sun. 

Mr. Turbulent : Or, The MelanchoUioks. A 
Comedy. . . . 1682. [4to]. p. 72. 
(1 Henry IV. i. 3.) 

1 Mad. I say Aristotle thou lyest — The Ancient 
Aristophanes, and the witty Menander, were the only 
Persons that understood Comedy among the Greeks — 
Terrence had some Wit ; but Shakespear, and Ben 
Johnson were mere Oafs. 

Ibid. p. 73. 

[This play was re-issued as The Factious Citizen, Or, The 
Melancholy Visioner, , , . 1685]. 
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NAHUM TATE, 1685. 

Our Trinculo and Trapp'lin were undone, 
When Lime's more farcy Monarchy begun. 

Cuckolds-Haven : Or, An Alderman No Conjurer. 
. . . 1685. [4to]. Prologue. 



ANONYMOUS, circ. 1684-85. 

Shakespear himself reviv'd, finds no success, 
And living Authors sure must hope for less. 

To Mr. Julian. Poems On Affairs of State, . . 
Vol. in. Printed in the year 1704. [8vo]. 
p. 143. 

[The piece from which this couplet is taken, contains the 
line, ' May Monmouth quit his Int'rest in the Crown,' 
and may therefore be dated approximately 1684-85, or 
perhaps earlier.] 
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FEEEAND SPENCB, 1685. 

As to the other Gentleman who play'd more the 
Falstaffe and Braggadocio, and gave reviling language 
to Philip, having had the Courage to advance so far as 
into BcBotia, just as they were upon the point of 
Engagement, his heart fail'd him ; he basely fled away, 
and most wickedly left his Buckler behind him. 

Lucian's Works Translated from the Greek. . . . 
The Fourth and last Volume, . . . 1685. 
[8vo]. p. 13. 



APHRA BEHN, 1687. 

Gay. — 'twill be cold Comfort celebrating youi 
Nuptials in the Press- Yard, and be wak'd next morn- 
ing, like Mr. Barnardine in the Play — 

The Luokey Chance Or An Aldermans Bargain. 
. . . 1687. [4to]. p. 5. 

(Measure for Measure iv. 3.) 



WILLIAM WIN STANLEY, 1687. 

Francis Beaumont and John Fletcher. These two 
joyned together, made one of the happy Triumvirate 
(the other two being Johnson and Shakespear) of the 
chief Dramatick Poets of our Nation, in the last fore- 
going Age; 

The Lives Of the most Famous English Poets, 
. . . 1687. [8vo]. p. 128. 

William Shakespear. 

This eminent Poet, the Glory of the English Stage 
(and so much the more eminent, that he gained great 
applause and commendation, when able Wits were his 
Contemporaries) was born at Stratford upon Avon in 
Warwickshire, and is the highest honour that Town 
can boast of. He was one of the Triumvirate, who 
from Actors, became Makers of Comedies and Tra- 
gedies, viz. Christopher Marlow before him, and Mr. 
John Lacy, since his time, and one in whom three 
eminent Poets may seem in some sort jto be com- 
pounded. 1. Martial, in the warlike sound of his Sir- 
name, Hastivibrans, or Shakespear ; whence some have 
supposed him of military extraction. 2. Ovid, the 
most natural and witty of all Poets ; and hence it was 
that Queen Elizabeth coming into a Grammar-School, 
made this extemporary Verse. 

Persius a Crab-staff, Bawdy Martial, Ovid a fine Wag. 
3. Plautus, a most exact Comedian, and yet never any 
Scholar, as our Shakespear (if alive) would confess 
himself ; but by keeping company with Learned 
persons, and conversing with jocular Wits, whereto 
he was naturally inclin'd, he became so famously 
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witty, or wittily famous, that by his own industry, 
without the help of Learning, he attained to an extra- 
ordinary height in all strains of Dramatick Poetry, 
especially in the Comick part, wherein we may say he 
outwent himself ; yet was he not so much given to 
Festivity, but that he could (when so disposed) be 
solemn and serious ; so that Heraclitus himself might 
afford to smile at his Comedies, they were so merry, 
and Democritus scarce forbear to sigh at his Tragedies, 
they were so mournful. 

Nor were his Studies altogether confined to the 
Stage, but had excursions into other kinds of Poetry, 
witness his Poem of the Raye of Lucrece, and that of 
Venus and Adonis; wherein, to give you a taste of the 
loftiness of his Style, we shall insert some few Lines 
of the beginning of the latter. 

Even as the Sun with purple-colour 'd face 
Had tane his last leave of the weeping morn, 
Kose-cheek'd Adonis hy'd him to the Chase, 
Hunting he lov'd, but Love he laught to scorn. 
Sick thoughted Venus makes amain unto him. 
And like a bold-fac'd Suitor 'gins to wooe him. 

Thrive (sic) fairer than my self (thus she begins) 
The fields chief flower, sweet above compare. 
Stain to all Nymphs, more lovely than a man. 
More white and red than Doves or Eoses are : 
Nature that made thee with herself at strife, 
Says that the world hath ending with thy life, &c. 

He was an eminent instance of the truth of that Rule, 
Poeta non fit, sed nascitur; one is not made, but born 
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a Poet ; so that as Cornish Diamonds are not polished 
by any Lapidary, but are pointed and smoothed even 
as they are taken out of the Earth, so Nature it self 
was all the Art which was used on him. 

He was so great a Benefactor to the Stage, that he 
wrote of himself eight and forty Plays; whereof 18 
Comedies, viz. As you like it, All's well that ends well, 
A Comedy of Errors, Gentleman (sic) of Verona, 
Loves labour lost, London Prodigal, Merry Wives of 
Windsor, Measure for Measure, Much ado about 
Nothing, Midsummer Nights Dream, Merchant of 
Venice, Merry Devil of Edmonton, Mucedorus, the 
Puritan Widow, the Tempest, Twelf (sic) Night or 
what you will, the Taming of the Shrew, and a 
Winters Tale. Fourteen Tragedies, viz. Anthony and 
Cleopatra, Coriolanus, Cymbeline, Hamlet, Julius 
Ccesar, Lorrine (sic), Leir and his three Daughters, 
Mackbeth, Othello, the Moor of Venice, Romeo and 
Juliet, Troylus (sic) and Gressida, Tymon (sic) of 
Athens, Titus Andronicus, and the Yorkshire Tragedy. 
Also fifteen Histories, viz. Cromwell's History, Henry 
4 in two parts, Henry 5, Henry 6 in three parts, 
Henry 8, John King of England in three parts, Pericles 
Prince of Tyre, Richard 2, Richard 3, and Oldrastus 
(sic) Life and Death. Also the Arraignment of Paris, 
a Pastoral. 

Many were the Wit combats betwixt him and Ben 
Johnson; which two we may compare to a Spanish 
great Gallion and an English Man of War: Mr. John- 
son (like the former) was built far higher in Learning, 
solid, but slow in his performances ; Shdkespewr, with 
the English Man of War, lesser in Bulk, but Ughter 
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in Say ling, could turn with all Tides, tack about, and 

take advantage of all Winds, by the quickness of his 

Wit and Invention. His History of Henry the Fourth 

is very much commended by some, as being full of 

sublime Wit, and as much condemned by others, for 

making Sir John Falstaffe, the property of Pleasure 

for Prince Henry to abuse, as one that vsras a Thraso- 

nicall Pujf, and emblem of Mock Valour ; though 

indeed he was a man of Arms every inch of him, and 

as valiant as any in Age (sic) being for his Martial 

Prowess made Knight of the Garter by King Henry 

the 6th. This our famous Comedian died An. Dom. 

16 — and was buried at Stratford upon Avon, the Town 

of his Nativity ; upon whom one hath bestowed this 

Epitaph, though more proper had he been buried in 

Westminster Abbey. 

Eenowned Sfencer, lie a thought more nigh 

To learned Chaucer, and rare Beaumont lie 

A little nearer Spencer, to make room 

For Shakespear, in your threefold, fourfold Tomb, 

To lodge all four in one Bed, make a shift 

Until Doomsday ; for hardly will a fifth 

Betwixt this day and that, by Fates be slain 

For whom your Curtains may be drawn again. 

If your precedency in Death do bar 

A fourth place in your sacred Sepulcher, 

Under this sacred Marble of thine own. 

Sleep rare Tragedian Shakespear ! sleep alone, 

Thy unmolested Peace in an unshar'd Cave, 

Possess as Lord, not Tenant of thy Grave, 

That unto us, and others it may be 

Honour hereafter to be laid by thee. 

Ibid. pp. 130-3. 
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Christopher Marlow was (as we said) not only con- 
temporary with William Shakespear, but also like him, 
rose from an Actor, to be a maker of Comedies and 
Tragedies, yet was he much inferior to Shakespear, 
not only in the number of his Plays, but also in the 

elegancy of his Style. 

Ibid. p. 134. 

William Rowley — wrote — joyn'd with Shakespere, 
The Birth of Merlin, a Tragi-Comedy ; 

Ibid. p. 136. 



THOMAS SHADWELL, 1689. 

Oldwit. Come my Lord Count, my Lord Bellamy, 
and Gentlemen, may good Digestion wait on Appetite, 
and Health on both ; as Mackbeth says : Ah, I love 
those old Wits. 

Bnry-Pair. . . 1689. [4to]. p. 26. 
(Macbeth iii. 4.) 



JOHN CROWNE, 1690. 

Ai(ry). By the pricking o' my Thumbs 

Something wicked this way comes. 

The English Frier: Or, The Town Sparks. A 
Comedy, . . . [4to]. p. 33. 

(Macbeth iv. 1.) 
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THOMAS BEOWN, 1690. 

Bays . . . Why then, once upon a time an Assig- 
nation being made between Hector and his Cousin 
Ajax to determine the war in a single Combat, just 
before the Trumpets sounded. Hector tells his Noble 
Kinsman, that if he certainly knew which part of his 
Body was Trojan, and which was Grecian, he'd spare 
the one out of respect to his pious Aunt, but slash, cut 
and mortifie the other like Lightning. The whole 
passage you may find in the Tragedy of Troilus and 
Cressida, which with some little variation from the 
Original, I will thus apply to my self. But pray 
hsten — 

Were my Commixion Hind and Panther so, 
That I cou'd say this Hand the Panther's is. 
And this the Hind's 

Mr. Eugenius for God's sake attend — The Sinews of 
this Leg 
All Panther, this all Hind ; The Panther's Blood 
Runs in the Dexter Cheek, and this Sinister 
Bounds in the Hinds — 

Incomparably good I vow to Gad ; and now follows one 

of the finest Oaths in Christendom 

By Jove Multipotent 

I wou'd not bear from hence that Pagan Member, 

Wherein my Sword should not impression make. 

The Late Converts Exposed : . . . London, . . . 
1690. [4to]. pp. 2-3. 
(Troilus and Cressida. iv. 5.) 
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Eugen. . . . And in fine, made more corrections, 

alterations, amendments, and all that, than you did, 

Mr. Bays, either in Shakespear' s Tempest, or Milton's 

Paradise lost. 

Ibid. p. 25. 

Bays. Must, Mr. Eugenius? What do you give 
the must to a man of my Character and Gravity? 
Were Eeasons as cheap as Blackberries, I'de not give 
you one I gad upon compulsion. 

Ibid. p. 35. 
(1 Henry IV. ii. 4.) 

Eugen. . . . The first missionaries of our Eeligion, 
bequeath 'd but twelve Articles to be believ'd by us, 
and she has lately improved them into the jolly number 
of Falstajf's Buckram-men, twenty four 

Ibid. p. 42. 
(1 Henry IV. ii. 4.) 
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BENJAMIN BRIDGWATBE, 1691. 

I have sometimes thought what would I give for 
the least glimpse of that invisible World which the 
first step I take out of this Body will present me with, 
and that there was nothing in the whole discourse of 
Death that I durst not meet the boldest way, and have 
therefore often attempted to look him full in the Pace, 
that I might learn to die generously, but still when it 
came to the pinch Conscience that makes Cowards of 
us all, made one of me, and I was forc'd to shrink back 
with shame. 

Beligio Bibliopolce. Ib Imitation of Dr. Browns 
Religio Medici. . . . 1691. [8vo]. p. 73. 
(Hamlet iii. 1.) 
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GEEAED LANGBAINB, 1691. 

If this Play fall short of Shakespear's Troilus and 
Cressida, at least it surpasses Heywood's Iron Age. 
• John Banks. Destruction of Troy. 

An Account Of The English Dramatiok Poets. . . 
Oxford, 1691. [8vo]. p. 7. 

This Tragedy seems to be written in imitation of 
Shakespear's old Play of Pericles Prince of Tyre: for 
as Shakespear raises Gower, an old English Bard, for 
his Interlocutor or Introductor in that Play ; so this 
Author revives Guicciardine for the same design. This 
was the common practice of the Poets of the last Age, 
as Shakespear, Heywood, dc., at which time they 
frequently introduced dumb shews, which took much 
with the Spectators of those times. 

Barnaby Barnes. The Demi's Charter. 

Ibid. p. 10. 

The Author in this Play, and the two following 
introduces Homer as the Expositor of each Dumb 
Shew, in imitation, as I suppose, of Shakespear's 
practice in Pericles Prince of Tyre, where Gower is 
suppos'd to do the same piece of service to the 
Audience. 

Thomas Heywood. Golden Age. 

Ibid. p. 259. 

Neither did he less love, or was less belov'd by the 

Famous Poets of his Time, Shakespear, Beaumont, 

and Fletcher: witness his Copy which he writ on 

Shakespear, after his Death. 

Benjamin Johnson. 

Ibid. p. 283. 
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If my Conjecture prove true I hope no sober man 
will be angry, that Peters should be personated on the 
Stage, who himself had ridicul'd others, when he 
acted the Clowns part in Shakespear's Company of 
Comedians, as I have read in Dr. Young's Eelation of 
his Life. 

Cosmo Manuch. Loyal Lovers. 

Ibid. p. 339. 



He was not only beloved by those Great Men, 

Shakespear, Fletcher, and Johnson; but likewise writ 

with the former, The Birth of Merlin. 

William Eowly. 

Ibid. p. 428. 



The Eesemblance of Aurelio to Borgia, is founded 
on the same, with Measure for measure, and other 
English Plays; all which, as I have observ'd, took 
their Original from Plautus. 

Ibid. p. 481. 
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CHAELBS GILDON, 1692. 

Virtue shall lie behind the mistaken Veil of 
Humility and Modesty, whilst Vice struts about with 
its bare face, and naked Deformity, and yet like the 
sister of Calibun (sic) is caress'd by the Trinculos and 
Stephanos of the Age. 

The Post-boy rob'd of his Mail. . . 1692. [ISmo]. 
Epistle Dedicatory. A 3 verso. 



Prithee Love's but a specious name, (reply'd River) 
a Chymera we build up, and no more in nature than 
the Monster in the Tempests (sic), both Cubs of the 
Poets Brain. 

Ibid. p. 57. 
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ANONYMOUS, 1692. 

— 3. Dryden's character of Shakespear examin'd 
and vindicated. — 8. He is very angry with Mr. 
Dryden (p. 134) for saying in a Post-Script to his 
Conquest of Granada, that Shakespear though many 
times he writ better than any poet in any language, 
yet is so far from writing wit always, or expressing 
that wit according to the dignity of the subject, that 
he writes in many places below the dullest writers of 
our own or any precedent age, &c., which is certainly 
a just and true account of that most excellent poet : 
for as he was a man who of all the moderns and 
perhaps ancients, had the largest and most compre- 
hensive soul, so no one who judges impartially can say 
he is everywhere alike. He is many times flat and 
insipid, his comick wit degenerating into clenches ; his 
serious swelling into bombast : but he is always great 
when some great occasion is presented unto him. No 
man can say he ever had a fit subject for his wit, and 
did not then raise himself as high above the rest of the 
Poets — Quantum lenta solent inter viburna cupressi — 
He is the very Janus of poets : He wears almost every- 
where two faces and you have scarce begun to admire 
the one, ere you despise the other : His plots are many 
of them lame, made up of some ridiculous incoherent 
story, which in one play many times takes up the 
business of an age : such are Pericles Prince of Tyre, 
the Historical plays of Shakespear, besides many of the 
rest, as The Winters Tale, Loves Labour Lost, 
Measure for Measure, which are either grounded upon 
impossibilities, or at least so nearly written, that the 

p 
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comedy neither causes your mirth, nor the serious part 
your concernment. So just is that severe character 
given by Mr. Dryden of him ; to which he was driven 
by the unreasonableness of an age, where his least 
faults are censur'd, and he has no way left to extenuate 
his own failings, but by shewing as great in those 
whom he admires. Now to observe the absurdities 
men will run themselves into when they sacrifice their 
judgment to their malice, Mr. Langbain had said in 
excuse of honest Shakespear (p. 141) that if his plots 
were not so regular as Dryden' s (whom he is waggishly 
pleas'd to christen Sir Positive At-all) 'tis because he 
never read Aristotle or Eapin ; and that he was as much 
a stranger to French and Latin. And yet (p. 453) he 
tells us he understood both Italian and French as 
appears from his stealing his plots from Cynthio 

The Moderator. Numb. 3. Thursday, June 23 
1692. Printed and are to be sold by Eandal 
Taylor, near Amen-Corner. 
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ANONYMOUS, 1693. 

Quest. 4. What Books of Poetry wou'd you Advise 
one that's Young, and extreamly delights in it, to read, 
both Divine and other ? 

Ans. Por Divine, David's Psalms, Sandys's and 
Woodford's Versions, Lloyd's Canticles, Cowley's 
Davideis, Sir J. Davis's Nosce Teipsum, Herbert's and 
Crashaw's Poems, Milton's Paradices, and (if you have 
Patience) Wesley's Life of Christ. For others, Old 
Merry Chaucer, Gawen Douglas's Mneais (if you can 
get it), the best Version that ever was, or we believe 
ever will be, of that incomparable Poem ; Spencer's 
Fairy Queen, &c. Tasso's Godfrey of Bulloign, 
Shakespear, Beaumont and Fletcher, Ben Johnson, 
Eandal, Cleaveland, Dr. Donne, Gondibert, 
WALLEE, all DEYDEN, Tate, Oldham, Flatman, 
The Plain Dealer — and when you have done of these, 
we'll promise to provide you more. 

The Athenian Mercury : Tuesday, October 24, 1693. 
[fol.]. 
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N. H., 1694. 

if they think to stop it with their own howling Hue 
and Cry, and perswade themselves that they sing like 
Bowman himself, when perhaps they Sing and Dance 
too, like the Witches in Mackbeth, or Scaramouch a 
serenading his mistress — in this case we think most of 
all a good Humour'd Lady wou'd commend 'em ; 

The Ladies Dictionary; Being a General Entertain- 
ment For the Fair-Sex. . . . 1694. [8vo]. 
p. 94. 

As for the Tempest that don't come up to the 

Question, tho' Miranda and Hippolito are pretty fair 

for't, who had never seen, though they had heard of 

Man and Woman. 

Ibid. pp. 95-96. 

Wedding-bell. A Poem thereon, by a Modern Wit. 

Now the hurly burly is done, 

Now the battle's lost and won : 

Fy upon't, &c. 

Ibid. p. 509. 
(Macbeth i. 1.) 



L. EACHARD, 1694. 

I speak of his Puns, Quibbles, Rhimes, Gingles, 

and his several ways of playing upon words ; which 

indeed were the faults of his Age, as it was of ours in 

Shakespear's and Johnson's days, . . . 

Plautna's Comedies, Amphitryon, Epidicus, and 
Bndens, made English : . . . 1694. [Svo]. 
b verso. 
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W. J., 1695. 

The Judicious Bymer, who seems to have a par- 
ticular Talent for Criticising, yet in my Opinion falls 
short of being a true Critick : And if he will still 
dispute that Title with the World, yet he must be 
contented with being reckon' d one of the meaner sort ; 
since 'tis more difficult and honourable to discern and 
commend the Excellencies, than 'tis to find out and 
expose the Failings of, Shakespear, Fletcher, or any 
other Author. 

Monsieur Bossu's Treatise Of The Epick Poem : 
. . . Done into English from the French with 
a new Original Preface upon the same Subject, 
by W.J. 1695. [8vo]. hi verso. 



MAEGAEET CULLIFOED, 1695. 

I might borrow of Shakespear the Comedy of 
Errors, or Foxes and Firebrands, or rather term it the 
English Looking-glase, but it shall be the Second 
Part, to the Tune, Fortune my Foe, to relate you what 
Help you shall have from an Ecclesiastical Court. 

CuUiford's Case : Or, Wedlock Prustated (sic) &c. 
. . . Printed for the Authress, and Sold at her 
Lodgings at Woods Bake-house in the Old 
Palace Yard, Westminster; . . . 1695. [4to]. 
p. 55. 
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MAET DE LA RRTIIRE MAXLEY, 1696. 

Tl U. Tod are Peevish BeUra; does yonr Love 
make jou Jealous? 

Bel. I have none, the Moot has taught me better; 
no longer doubting, away at once with Love and 
Jealousie. 

The Lost Lover : Or, The Jealoas Husband : A 
Comedy Ae it is Acted at the TheaTre Bt^aL 
. . . 1696. [4to]. p. 26. 



JOHN DRTDEN, Jun.. 1696. 

Shakespear among all the Writers of our !Nation 

may stand by himself as a Phoenix, the first and last 

of his Order ; in whom bounteous Nature wonderfiiDy 

supply'd all the parts of a great Poet, and Excellent 

Oratour ; and of whom alone one may venture boldly 

to say, that had he had more Learning, perhaps he 

might have been less a Poet. 

The Hnsband Hje own Cuc^idd. . . leX. [4to]. 
l%e Dedication. A -2 term. 



MAEY PIX, 1697. 

Laidy) Beauc(lairK Divartions ! what Divardons? 

Yes, you had me to the Play-house, and the nrsi thing 

I saw was an ugly black Devil kill his Wife, for 

nothing; then your Metridate King o' the FoUoarif-s, 

your Timon the Atheist, the Man in the Moon, and aD 

the rest — Xonsence, Stuff, I hate 'em. 

The Innocent IGsftess. A Cbmedy. . . . IGBT. 
[«o]. p. ^. 
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ANONYMOUS, 1697. 

But if there shou'd happen to be some Caliban in 
Nature, an equal match for such a Sicorax, what need 
any envy his Choice, 

The Challenge, Sent by a Young Lady To Sir 

Thomas &o. Or, The Female War. . . . 

1697. [12mo]. p. 49. 



Well, after all this Chatt, which has lasted 2 or 3 
Scenes, up goes the Curtain, and a very Sycorax stares 
us in the Face, so Frightful perhaps and Ghastly, that 
if Macbeth's a Playing, we are ready to take you for 
one of the Witches, vanish'd from the Stage into the 
Pit or Gallery, then we Nauseate Etll our own compli- 
ments, start at the thought of a Succubus, and wou'd 
not stay a moment longer with you, tho like one of 
the wayward Sisters before mention'd, you would give 
us a Kingdom for our reward. 

Ibid. p. 67. 



Suppose you shou'd passionately love a fine Lady, 
and she should have no more sense nor modesty than to 
doat upon some Dusky Othelio (sic) a,mong her Foot- 
men; some hard-favour'd, thick-lipp'd, Dog-nos'd 
Heathenish Wretch, and refuse your Addresses, and 
throw her self into his Arms, as the Spanish Lady 
manag'd matters with the Moor in the Stable; pray 

how would you like this? 

Ibid. p. 107. 
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Were I to direct a Painter to draw the Labour in 
vain, he should throw aside the old Story of Lathering 
the Blackmoor, and instead of it, should paint the 
Taming of the Shrew, which is scarce probable enough 
to make a Play of it, because none can affirm 'tis a 
true Image of Life. An Opera indeed might be made 
on't, such another business as the Tempest, but the 
Characters would be as incredible, and much stranger 
than the two Gubbs begot by an Incubus. 

Ibid. p. 230. 



or that of Venu^ her self clambering over Hedge 

and Ditch, thro Brakes and Bryars after her fair 

Adonis, as you now after yours. 

Ibid. p. 258. 
(Venus and Adonis 871-74.) 



'Tis said, our Nation is richer in Humour than any 

in Europe, and tho' the Stage has large Supplies from 

it, yet it can never be exhausted. If it be so, Ben 

Johnson stands fairest for Treasurer, tho' he need not 

have gone farther than any one of his Merry Wives of 

Windsor to have employ 'd him all his Life : He needed 

but have shown one Face in one Play, to have had 

sufficient Variety. 

Ibid. pp. 92-3. (Second pagination.) 



41 



ANONYMOUS, 1698. 
In my Opinion he ought to be sat, hke Apemantus 



in the Play, at a side-board by himself. 



Fendragon : Or, The Carpet Knight His Kalendar. 
. . . 1698. [8vo]. A 2 verso. 



GEOEGE POWELL, 1698. 

And therefore I cannot imagine why anything but 
the Malice and Eancour, the Spirit and Soul of a 
Sycordx, should be so loud against us, for the Name 
of an English Nobleman in our Bills, possibly for the 
Entertainment of the Highest Quality in Europe, Our 
Honour and Pride, not our Tricking and Shame, as 
this Monster maker is pleased to render it. 

The Fatal Discovery; Or, Love in Buines. A 
Tragedy. . . . 1698. [4to]. The Preface to 
the Beader. 



JOHN DENNIS, 1698. 

Thus Don John is destroy'd for his hbertinism and 
his impiety ; Timon for his profusion and his intemper- 
ance ; Mckckbeth for his lawless ambition and cruelty ; 

The Usefulness Of The Stage, . . . 1698. [8vo]. 
p. 117. 
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MAEY PIX, 1698. 

A heavy English Tale to day, we show 

As e'er was told by Hollingshead or Stow, 

Shakespear did oft his Countries worthies chuse, 

Nor did they by his Pen their Lustre lose. 

Hero's revive thro' him, and Hotspur's rage, 

Doubly adorns and animates the Stage : 

But how shall Woman after iiim succeed. 

Queen Catherine : Or, The Enines of Ijove. A 
Tragedy, . . . 1698. [4to]. Prologue. 



T. E., 1698. 

The Friends too of our great Dramatick Writer, 
Shakespear, will not be perswaded, but that even his 
Monstrous Irregularities were Conducive to those 
Shining Beauties, which abound in most of his Plays; 
and that if he had been more a Critick, he had been 
less a Poet. 

An Essay, Concerning Critical and Curious Learn- 
ing :.. . 1698. [Bvo]. pp. 30-1. 



ANONYMOUS, 1698-99. 

Of old, in England's Golden Age of Wit, 
When Godlike Ben, and Lofty Shakespear Writ ; 
Hard was the Poets Task, and great their Toil, 
Who strove to Cultivate the Muses Soil. 

Feign 'd Friendship : Or The Mad Eetormer. . . . 
n.d. [4to]. Prologue. 
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CHAELES GILDON, 1699. 

But not to wrong my Lord in the Judgment of the 
Readers, by these ridiculous Quotations; they are to 
consider, First, that this was the Vice of the Age, not 
the Poet; he having in that, as well as some other 
things, imitated the Vices of our admirable Shakespear, 
William Alexander, Earl of Sterline. 

The Lives And Characters Of The English 
Dramatick Poets. . . . 1699. [8vo]. p. 3. 



I can't omit one thing in this Play (Julius Caesar) 
in the Eifth Act he brings Brutus, Cassius, Cicero, 
Anthony, &c., together after the Death of Ccesar, 
almost in the same Circumstances as Shakespear had 
done in his Play of this Name, But Shakespear' s 
Anthony and Brutus ravish you, while my Lord's 
Brutus, Cicero, and Anthony would make you sleep, 
so much our English Poet excels. This must be said 
for my Lord's Julius Ccesar, that it is much the most 
regular of all his Plays, at least in the Unity of Action, 
which is only Ccesar's Death, tho' the whole last Act 
is almost redundant, for when Ccesar is once dead, we 
have no occasion to hear of the Consequence of it, 
either in the Grief of Calpurnia, or the Disagreements 
of the Noblemen and Commons ; but this may be 
objected likewise to Shakespear, who gives us a 
History, not a Play. 

Ibid. pp. 3-4. 
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Devil's Charter, a Tragedy, 4to, 1607. It seems 
to be written in imitation of Shakespear's Pericles, 

Prince of Tyre ; 

Ibid. p. 7. 



Henry the Sixth, the First Part, with the Death of 

the Duke of Gloucester, ... See the Second Part of 

Shakespear's Henry VI., from whence part of this is 

borrowed. 

Ibid. p. 29. 



Henry the Sixth, the Second Part, or The Miseries 

of Civil War, . . . Part of it is likewise borrowed 

from Shakespear. 

Ibid. p. 30. 



Sir William D'avenant, 

The son of John D'avenant, Vintner of Oxford, 
in that very House that has now the Sign of the Crown 
near Carfax ; a House much frequented by Shakespear 
in his frequent Journeys to Warwick-shire ; whither 
(sic) for the Beautiful Mistress of the House, or the 
good Wine, I shall not determine. 

Ibid. p. 32. 



The Law against Lovers, . . . Taken from two 

Plays of Shakespear, viz. Measure for Measure, and 

Much ado about nothing; the Language much 

amended, and polish'd by our Author. 

Ibid. p. 34. 
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Ev'ning's Love, or The Mock Astrologer . . . some 
hints too from Shakespear, 

Ibid. p. 45. 



The Tempest, or Inchanted Island, . . . This is 
an Alteration only of one of Mr. Shakespear' s , by Sir 
William D' Avenant and Mr. Dry den. Troilus and 
Cressida, or Truth found out (sic) too late, . . . One 
of Mr. Shakespear' s , altered by Mr. Dryden. 

Ibid. p. 47. 

The Mock Tempest, or The Enchanted Castle, . . . 

Writ on purpose to draw Company from the other 

Theatre, where was great resort about that time, to 

see the reviv'd Comedy, call'd The Tempest, then 

much in vogue. 

Ibid. p. 48. 

The Injured Priv.cesis) . . . and the foundation of 
the whole Play from Shakespear. 

Ibid. p. 50. 



The Sea Voyage, ... in part resembles Shake- 
spear's Tempest. 

Ibid. p. 60. 



The Womans Prize; or The Tamer Tam'd, . . . 
built on the Taming of the Shrew, writ by Mr. Shake- 
spear, and may be taken as a Counter part thereof. 

Ibid. p. 61, 



46 



John Lacey . . . besides which he added the Part 
of Sauny the Scot, to the Taming of the Shrew. 

Ibid. p. 84. 



Caius Marius, his History and Fall, . . . Part of it 
stollen from Shakespear's Romeo and Juliet. 

Ibid. p. 108. 



The Tragedy of Titus Andronicus, by Shakespear, 

was about the time of the Popish Plot, revived and 

altered by this our Author ; (Ravenscroft) who, in his 

Epistle, denies it to be Shakespear's and then boasts 

of his own Labour and Pains therein, by making great 

Alterations and Additions, and that he had not only 

refined the Language, but made many Scenes entirely 

new. 

Ibid. p. 117. 



William Rowley . . . was in writing Associate with 
Shakespear, Fletcher, Massinger, Heywood, &c. 

Ibid. p. 118. 

Thomas Rymer . . . and it must be confess' d, that 
he has merited some Praise in his Preface to Rapin, 
and the first part of this View of the Tragedies of the 
last Age ; tho' I cannot so much as agree with those 
that allow most of the Errors he has found in Shake- 
spear, Just ; for I'm confident it may be made Evident, 
that not the fifth part have any Justice. 

Ibid. p. 120. 
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Timon of Athens; or, The Man-hater . . . Most 
part of this Play is Shakespear's ; nay and the Criticks 
say, all of it that is good for any thing. 

Ibid. p. 125. 

The Opportunity, . . . Compare this Play with 
Shakespear's Measure for Measure. 

The Triumph of Beauty, . . . Compare this to the 
Comical Part of the Midsummer-Night's Dream, and 
another part to Bottom the Weaver, both by Shake- 
spear. 

Ibid. p. 133. 

The Ingratitude of a Common-Wealth; . . . Part 
of this Play borrowed from Shakespear's Coriolanus. 

Ibid. p. 139. 

Lear, King of England, and his Three Daughters; 
. . . reviv'd with Alterations from Shakespear; 

Richard the Third; or, The Sicilian Usurper; . . . 
Reviv'd from Shakespear. 

Ibid. p. 140. 

The Contention between York and Lancaster, . . . 

Part of Shakespear's Henry the Sixth. 

Ibid. p. 158. 

The Fairy Queen, an opera . . . 'Tis wholly bor- 
rowed from the Midsummer-Night's Dream of Shake- 
spear, tho' there is no siich Acknowledgment by this 

Author. 

Ibid. p. 160. 

Mucedorus, . . . Supposed to be writ by Shakespear, 

and printed formerly. 

Ibid. p. 164, 
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ANONYMOUS, 1699. 

Belvidera and Monimia, Melesinda, Portia, &c., 
are what all men would desire ; they give so taking a 
Beauty to a Woman, that all the Sensible of, the Sex 
must be in Love with it. 

The Stage Acquitted. . . . MDCXCIX. [Svo]. 
p. 79. 



VILLIEES BATHUEST, 1700. 

The Wits of all qualities have lately entertained 
themselves with a revived humour of Sir John FalstafE 
in Henry the Fourth, which has drawn all the town, 
more than any new play that has bin produced of late ; 
which shews that Shakespeare's wit will always last : 
and the criticks allow that Mr. Betterton has hitt the 
humour of FalstafE better than any that have aimed 
at it before. 

Villiers Bathnrst to Dr. Arthur Charlett, Master of 
University College, dated Bond St. Jan. 28, 
1699-1700. Ballard's MSS. XXXHI. p. 64. 
Printed in Malone's Dryden I. i. 329. 
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SAMUEL COBB, 1700. 

Nor can we Ry — r's memory forget 

Who talk'd to Shakespear in Heroick Tone 

Where lay a Genius ; and produc'd his own. 

As Edgar with Othello could be read, 

And Tom Train's story vy'd with Holingshead. 

PoetsB Britannici. A Poem, Satyrical and Panegy- 
rical. 1700. [fol.]. pp. 7-8. 



Ev'n Shakespear sweated in his narrow Isle, 
And Subject Italy obey'd his Style. 
Boccace and Cynthia must a tribute pay : 
T'inrich his Scenes and furnish out a Play. 
Tho' Art ne'er taught him how to write by Eules, 
Or borrow Learning from Athenian Schools : 
Yet he with Plautus could instruct and please. 
And what requir'd long toil, perform with ease. 
By. Native Strength so Theseus bent the Pine, 
Which cost the Eobber many years Design. 
Tho' sometimes Eude, Unpolish'd, and Undress'd 
His Sentence flows more careless than the rest. 
But when his Muse complying with his Will, 
Deigns with informing heat his Breast to fill. 
Then hear him Thunder in the pompous strain 
Of Mschylus, or sooth in Ovid's Vein. 
Then in his Artless Tragedies I see, 
What Nature seldom gives. Propriety. 
I feel a Pity working in my Eyes 
When Desdemona by her Husband dies. 
When I view Brutus in his Dress appear, 
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I know not how to call him too severe. 

His rigid Vertue there atones for all, 

And makes a Sacrifice of Ccesar's Fall. 

Nature wrought wonders then; when Shakespear 

dy'd 
Her dearest Cowley rose, drest in her gaudy Pride. 
So from great Euines a new Life she calls, 
And builds an Ovid, when a Tully falls. 

Ibid. pp. 11-12. 



I weep to hear fond Anthony complain 
In Sh — rs fancy, but in Virgil's strain. 

Ibid. p. 19. 



This Congreve follows in his deathless Line, 
And the tenth hand is put to the Design. 
The happy boldness in his finish'd toil. 
Smells more than Sh — t's Wit, or J — n's Oil. 

Ibid. p. 22. 
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ANONYMOUS, 1700. 

Where Chaucer, Johnson, Shakespear, and the rest, 
Kindly embrace their venerable Guest, 
Then in a Chorus sing an Ode of Praise, 
And Crown thy Temples with Eternal Bays. 

To the Memory of John Dryden, Esq.; Luctus 
Britannici: Or The Tears Of The British 
Muses; For The Death Of John Dryden, Esq. 
. . . 1700. [fol.]. p. 36. 



Sive tibi placuit cato sermone jocari 

Comcedum, & parva ante oculos quasi picta tabella, 

Sistere discursus varios, vitseq ; tumultum : 

Ceu gravior tragicos admisit musa dolores, 

Syrma trahens longum, cultosq ; accincta cothurnos : 

Cedat in hoc tibi Shaksperus, Jonsonus in illo. 

Gallns. Ibid. pp. 4-S. 
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BDWAED WAED, 1700. 

but before the Epicure began to exercise his 
Grinders, very formally repeats Old Appamantus's 
(sic) Grace in Timon of Athens t 

Immortal Gods I crave no Pelf, 
I pray for no Man but my self. 
Grant I may never be so Fond, 
To Credit Man on's Oath or Bond, 
Or a Dog tha-t seems a Sleeping ; 
Or a Harlot for her Weeping ; 
Or a Goaler (sic) vyith my Freedom ; 
Or my Friends, if I should Need 'em. 

The Metamorphos'd Beau ; -Or, The Intrigues of 
liudgate, . . . 170O. [fol.]. p. 11. 

But as Othello says, Who can control his Fate ! 

Ibid. p. 16. 
(Othello V. 2.) 



WILLIAM CONGEEVE, 1700. 

Fain. Sir Wilfull is an odd mixture of bashfulness 
and obstinacy. — But when he's drunk, he's as loving 
as the Monster in the Tempest; and much after the 
same manner. 

The Way Of The World. . . . 1700. [4to]. p. 7. 



Wit, Hum, a hit, a hit, a palpable hit I confess it. 

Ibid. p. 26. 
(Hamlet v. 2). 
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